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A Preliminary Statement of Facts 


1. In October 1985, at the age of fifty-three, Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh still had the body, and much of the stamina, of the long 


distance runner and swimmer he had once been. For over twenty — 


years, from the mid-60’s up to November, 1985, he had appeared in 
public every single day to give discourses, or, for a three and a half 
year period when he was in silence, to drive a car. His only absences 
from these daily appearances were when he suffered an occasional 
_asthma attack (the number of times could be counted on one’s fin- 
gers), once or twice when he was immobilized with a serious back 
problem, once when there was a chicken-pox scare, and once when 
he had ‘swimmer’s ear’. 


2. On October 28, 1985, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh was arrested 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, by US federal marshals. Although no 
arrest warrant had been issued, and although it was unprecedented 
to hold a man with no prior convictions who was facing only minor 
non-violent charges, the US government persuaded a judge that he 
be kept in government custody until his return to Portland to face 
charges for “immigration violations.” The US prosecutor Bob 
Weaver, told the judge that there was “a possibility that followers 
of Rajneesh might try to poison him or that he might attempt 
suicide if not in the custody of federal marshals.” 


3. The federal marshals held Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh in cus- 
tody in Charlotte for seven days. Then, on Monday, November 
4th, they escorted him to a federal prison airplane to be flown to 
Portland. He arrived in Portland (a distance of five hours by air) on 
the evening of Thursday, November 7th. In the intervening three 
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days, he had simply “disappeared” into thin air. The US govern- 
ment refused to tell his attorneys where he was. Later it was con- 
firmed by the chief federal marshal for Oklahoma, Stuart Ernest, 
that he had spent the first night (November 4th) at the county jail in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The sheriff of the county jail, Sharpe, 
denied that he was ever there, but a search of the basement vaults 
revealed that a ‘David Washington’ of Rajneeshpuram had stayed 
there on November 4th. The two subsequent nights he spent in the 
federal penitentiary outside Oklahoma City, according to the chief 
federal marshal. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, who is known to have 
total recall of events, definitely remembers only one night spent 
there — the only night, he says, when he had a really good sleep! In 
the early hours of November 7th he was tracked down by one of his © 
attorneys. The attorney, Bill Diehl, was told that Bhagwan had 
been kept in Oklahoma for three nights instead of the usual one 
because of a sudden and unexpected change in the schedule of the 
prison plane. Just prior to Diehl’s arrival, the marshal had told the 
press, who had also tracked Bhagwan down, that Bhagwan would 
probably be staying in Oklahoma for three to four days more. 
However after Diehl began probing into the matter, Bhagwan was 
immediately flown on to Portland. 


4. That entire day (November 7th) and for the following days, 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh suffered from severe nausea, headache, 
and loss of appetite. His weight had dropped from 150 pounds prior 
to his arrest to 140 pounds. He was released from the Portland jail 
on the evening of November 8th, and spent the following week 
under medical care at his home. 


5. On November 14th, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh was ordered to 
leave the USA. He flew to the Himalayas where hundreds of disci- 
ples began flocking to rejoin him. However, for the first time exer , 
his schedule of delivering daily discourses was constantly inter- 
rupted by bouts of ill-health. 
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6. Over the following two years his weakened body succumbed 
to one minor illness after another. Barely six weeks at a time would 
pass without discourses being canceled because he had caught 
some cold or other ailment. Sometime during this period he 
noticed that he had lost much of his hair, and that what remained 
had turned totally white. He also found that his eyesight had 
deteriorated to the point where he could no longer read books, and 
he began to suffer aching arm and shoulder joints that inexplicably 
refused to respond to treatment. 


7. In September, 1987, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh developed an 
ear infection. It was immediately treated by an ear, nose and throat 
specialist who advised it would heal within seven days. It took 
forty-seven days, and Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh almost died in the 
process. 


8. Alarmed, his doctors realized they were dealing with more 
than just an aging body which was taking time to recover from 
rough treatment at the hands of the US marshals. They took sam- 
ples of Bhagwan’s hair, blood, urine, and x-rays of his bones, to the 
best forensic laboratory in Harley Street, London. A series of 


exhaustive tests there ruled out all possible diagnoses except for 


poisoning with a heavy metal substance, probably thallium.... 


CHAPTER 2 


A Prelude to Armageddon 


he US government had never been very happy about having a 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh in America. AS 
President Reagan, US Attorney General Ed Meese, US kate, 
for Oregon Charles Turner, Oregon Senator Mark Hatfield, and 
others involved in this particular drama were staunch fundamen- 
talist Christians. They believed in the imminent second coming of 
Christ and, more specifically, that they had to prepare the way for 
the long-awaited battle of Armageddon between Christ and Satan. | 
(See Prophecy and Politics, Militant Evangelists on the Road to 
Nuclear War by Grace Halsell, Laurence Hill, 1986). They 
believed that non-Christians belonged to Satan, and that it was 
their divine duty to crush and destroy “anti-Christs” such as _ 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, even at the cost of human life and 
human rights. After all, with the imminent end of the world in 
sight, (Reagan once told TV evangelist Jim Bakker he believed 
that “we may be the generation that sees Armageddon”), why 
bother about the human rights of those who don’t recognize Chri 
and thus have no hope of salvation anyway? i 
Reagan, having “had a mother who planted a great fate in me” 
as he confided to Billy Graham, was firmly establishing himself on — 
the path to salvation through his zealous crusades for return of 
prayer to schools, against abortion, and against what he called “evil 
empires.” In speeches he referred mysteriously (to those not in the — 
know) to his fight against the encroaching “sea of darkness.” 
To these fanatic fundamentalist Christians, Bhagwan Shree } 
Rajneesh was not just some obscure foreign guru. He was a real 
threat. At a time when Christian congregations were seriously on 
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sues his four annual Rosiibells And he was attracting more 
ad more publicity. Between July and pepreraees> 1985, (just prior 


times, salting “Good Morning America” (July 17) and “Night- 
= _ line” (September 30). And he had nothing very nice to say about 
Sanaa, With brutally precise logic, he ridiculed and cut to 


‘ risy of those who preached it. (Only a crackpot, he said, could 
claim to be the only son of God.) He also lashed out at Reagan and 
his government, denouncing in hard-hitting and uncompromising 
terms their sham democracy and manipulative Christianity. 
(“There is nothing much to choose between the Soviet Union and 
America — only that the Soviet Union is straight forward, frankly 
accepting that it is a dictatorship. of the proletariat. America is a 
hypocrite.”) He targeted priests and politicians as corrupters of 
humanity and destroyers of human freedom. He said the Bible was 
_ full of pornography, and he called God the greatest lie invented by 
man. | 
___ As best-selling US author Tom Robbins later said, “He’s obvi- 
_ ously a very effective man, otherwise he wouldn’t be such a threat. 
_ He’s saying the same things that nobody else has the courage to say. 
A man who has all those kinds of ideas, they are not only inflam- 
matory, they also have a resonance of truth that scares the pants off 
__. the control freaks...The authorities intuitively sense something 
___ dangerous in Bhagwan’s message. Why else would they have sing- 
____ led him out for the kind of malicious persecution they never have 
directed at a Filipino dictator or a Mafia don? If Ronald Reagan 
had had his way, this gentle vegetarian would have been crucified 


* The city of Rajneeshpuram was built by Bhagwan’s followers around the guest 

house on the ranch in the central Orego on desert where Bhagwan moved in the 
latter part of 1981. By 1984 the city had over 5000 permanent residents, anda 
, floating population of 10,000-15,000 visitors during the four annual festivals. 


12 


d 
; 
Led 
a oA 4 ¥ 
eee é e? 2 : Ties -& 
ee te SES Lp, SE SS 


on the White House lawn. The danger that they intuit is that in 
Bhagwan’s words. ..there is information that, if properly assimi- 
lated, can help to set men and women loose from their control. 
Nothing frightens the state, or its partner in crime, organized reli- 
gion, so much as the prospect of a population thinking for itself and 
living free.” 

So the destruction of the ‘anti-Christ’ Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
and his work fitted in admirably with Reagan’s fundamentalist 
Christian goals, and formed an appropriate prelude to what he saw 
as the approaching ultimate battle of Armageddon. 

It was not just Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh who was the target of 
what Gore Vidal calls Reagan’s “primitive religious longings,” (Ar- 
mageddon, Andre Deutsch, 1988). Reagan’s administration had 
launched a relentless crusade of investigations and legal actions 
against the Church of Scientology, the Hare Krishna movement, 
Da Free John, the Unification Church (Moonies), and Black Mus- 
lim and native red-Indian religious movements. But, to be per- 
fectly honest, it was not only fundamentalist fanatic Christians who 
were upset with Bhagwan. 

From the time he had first begun to speak, in India, Bhagwan 
had managed to alienate the Indian government and all the Hindu 
Teligious leaders with his outspoken denunciations of the establish- 
ment and established religions. When westerners began to flock to 
his Poona ashram in the seventies, it was not just western church 
leaders who were alarmed at losing their “customers” to him, but 


even major governments like West Germany began to order inves- 


tigations into “the Rajneesh phenomena” (sic) and to issue warn- 
ings for its citizens to beware of this man. (See September, 1979, 
report “Jugend Religionen”, Bericht der Bundes-Regierung an 
den Petitionsausschuss des Deutschen Bundestages. ) 

It was not that Bhagwan espoused any particular cause or relig- 
ion, or advocated the overthrow of governments, or trained armies 
of terrorists, or even led any political or religious organizations. He 
simply spoke about raising the consciousness of individuals so that 
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see people how to be aan lt simple cat innocent, how to find 


; their own authentic individuality, their “real face,” rather than just. 
being the kind of person the power-brokers need to maintain the 
_ Status quo, (as shepherds need sheep). 


Words were Bhagwan’s only weapon. But the effect of those 


__ words was “enough to scare the pants off the control freaks.” 
_ Bhagwan’s exposure of the methods used by priests and politi- 
_ cians down the ages to control the people under them in order to 
- maintain and increase their own power obviously hit home hard, 


judging by the reactions. Almost every established institution in 
the world — whether capitalist, communist, Christian, Jewish, 
Hindu or fascist, condemned him. As they did to Jesus and Soc- 
tates before him, those who had a monopoly on power now wanted 


oe to destroy Bhagwan. (Jesus and Socrates were killed because they 
_ were becoming popular, and their teachings were directed against 


_ the vested interests — the rabbis, the wealthy, the exploiters — who 


_ controlled the government. They threatened ane power balance of 


- the status quo. So did Bhagwan). 

The facts show that right from his arrival in Iiierica i in June, 
1981, the US government mounted a campaign to have Bhagwan 
thrown out of the country, preferably with his reputation and fol- 
lowing destroyed. (See US vs. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh: A 
Paradigm of Christian Tyranny by Philip J. Toelkes, The Rebel 
Publishing House, 1988). Immediately after Bhagwan moved to 
Oregon, the fundamentalist Christian, Oregon Senator Mark Hat- 
field, engineered the appointment of another fundamentalist 
Christian, Charles Turner, as US Attorney for Oregon. Turner, 
under Hatfield’s guidance, instigated numerous investigations of 

Bhagwan and his followers which harassed the Rajneesh commu- 
nity over the following four years. 

Documents discovered by Bhagwan’s attorneys under the US 
Freedom of Information Act revealed that every government 
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agency was involved in the project, from Immigration to Educa- 
tion, from Internal Revenue to the Justice Department, from Cus- 
toms and Excise to Health and Welfare. The documents also 
showed that the FBI spent several years investigating Bhagwan’s 
followers trying to show that they were involved in “drug traffick- 
ing and racketeering.” Although they failed to find any evidence- 
whatsoever, the US State Department sent telexes to countries 
proposing to play host to Bhagwan after he left America, blatantly 
stating that Bhagwan’s followers were involved in drug trafficking, 
gun-smuggling and prostitution. Other documents obtained show 
that in 1981 and 1982 the US Drug Enforcement Agency ran 
background checks on commune members through US embassies 
in India, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany and the United 
Kingdom. The documents also show that by 1983 the US Depart- 
ment of Justice was using the FBI’s office in Las Vegas to coordi-_ 
nate multiple investigations into Bhagwan and the organizations . 
based at the commune. Thousands of dollars and man hours went 
into the four-year government effort. 

At first the focus was on Bhagwan’s application for permanent 
residence as a religious teacher and leader. Such a person was 
automatically entitled to residence status. 

The US government moved quickly. A series of telexes was sent 
from US State Department officials in India to the Immigration 
Department in Washington, DC, with negative and discrediting 
stories purporting to be about Bhagwan and his ashram. On the 
basis of those telexes, the government denied Bhagwan’s applica- 
tion as a religious teacher. ; 

The stated grounds were that Bhagwan’s teachings were the “an- 
tithesis of religion,” and that he could not be a teacher because he 
was “in silence.” This provoked an outcry from religious profes- 
sionals throughout America, and indeed from around the world. 
(See Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh: The Most Dangerous Man Since 
Jesus Christ by Sue Appleton, The Rebel Publishing House, 1987). 
It also brought a reminder to the government from Bhagwan’s 
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attorneys that the grounds for the denial were blatantly unconstity- 
Be tional and violated the Immigration Department’s own rules. (The 
-___US government is not legally or constitutionally allowed to prefer 
_ One religion over another or make rulings on the validity of any 
_ religious belief or teaching). 3 
The government quickly withdrew its denial and sent the mat- 
ter“for reconsideration.” Meanwhile, copies of the original State 
Department telexes had been anonymously leaked to Bhagwan’s 
attorneys. When confronted, the government denied the existence 
of the telexes. Bhagwan’s attorneys went to court and got an order 
forcing the government to produce them. They did. The contents 
of the telexes were quickly and easily proved to be fabrications. 
_ (The US government’s propensity to produce and spread false 
information, or “disinformation,” to further its own political ends 
is by now well known. It was highlighted last year with the discov- 
ery that the government had deliberately ‘leaked’ to the press false 
information that it was planning to attack Libya a second time and 
bomb Kadaffi. Indeed in 1985 Carl Jensen, Director of ‘Project 
_ Censored’, a media research project at Sonoma State University, 
California, stated that, “The most serious warning in this year’s 
results is the administration’s little-known efforts at information 
control by using federal agencies for political purposes...and, for 


: “ the first time, officially disseminating disinformation. 9) 

ee Soon after the State Department telexes about Bhagwan were 
* shown to be full of false information, the government granted him 
cs Status as a religious teacher. However, the US Immigration Service 


_____CINS) refused to complete the second step of the process —changing 


Bhagwan’s status from ‘tourist’ to ‘resident’. 


US Attorney for Oregon Charles 
: gal delay (it violated 
ons) in Processing Bhagwan’s resi- 


a Fundamentalist Christian 
af Turner later admitted, proudly, that the ille 


would have been much more difficult for the government to drive 
him out of the country, because as a resident he would have been 
able to go to court and fight any such attempt. Turner’s statement 
was corroborated by INS memos which Bhagwan’s attorneys 
obtained. The memos stated an intention to continue the investiga- 
tion of Bhagwan until a basis could be found for denial of his resi- 
dence application. That was blatantly illegal. 

The investigations to uncover something with which to nail 
Bhagwan were clearly being directed from the top. Bhagwan’s 
attorneys obtained a copy of a 1982 letter on White House station- 
ery confirming a conversation about airplane surveillance of Raj- 
neeshpuram, and a commitment of whatever resources were neces- 
sary to continue the investigation until something could be found 
against Bhagwan. The letter also expressed concern that the 
amount of investment in Rajneeshpuram by Bhagwan’s followers 
showed a commitment to staying which would not be readily dis- 
suaded by government harassment. The signature of the author 
was blacked out, but sources indicated that it was probably fun- 
damentalist Christian US Attorney General, Edwin Meese. 

The investigations continued for four years, with no results. 
Finally in 1985, Bhagwan’s attorneys began to put legal pressure on 
the US government. They went to federal court requesting that the 
INS adjudicate Bhagwan’s residence application. 

At about the same time Bhagwan began to speak publicly again, 
and he delivered scathing attacks against the government and its 
sham Christianity. TV reporters and newspapermen fought each 
other to interview him as his name, picture, and statements were 
published and broadcast across America. The attention did not 
please those in the government who were trying to get Bhagwan 
out of the country. 

Nor did it please Bhagwan’s secretary, Sheela. While Bhagwan 
had been in silence, Sheela had achieved considerable fame (or 
notoriety) as his sole spokesperson. But with Bhagwan speaking 
directly to the press, she was out of the limelight she loved so much. 
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__ her departure, rumors of her involvement in various wrongdoings 


-Teached Bhagwan. He immediately called a press conference, to 


which he invited US government officials, to expose Sheela’s 
activities. In other words it was Bhagwan himself who notified the 
government of crimes he believed had been committed by his 
former secretary. He promptly invited all the government agencies 
to the City of Rajneeshpuram to carry out full investigations. He 
even offered himself for interview should the authorities want any 
further information from him. 

Rajneeshpuram was soon virtually a city under siege. Itswarmed 
with officers of the US Department of Justice, the US Attorney 


_ General’s office, the FBI, the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
_ Department, the Wasco County Sheriff's Office, the Jefferson 


County Sheriff’s Office, the Oregon State Police and The Dalles 
city police. For five weeks they raided offices and carried off files, 
interrogated residents, and poked around among the houses and 
shops. They even carried out a surprise raid at gunpoint on the liv- 
ing quarters situated above the offices which had been loaned to. 
them. As they red-facedly clambered back down the stairs, still 
holding their guns but otherwise empty handed, they told the furi- 
ous Chief of the Rajneeshpuram police force (who had not been 
informed of the “raid”) that they had gone to look for bugging 
equipment in the upstairs bedrooms because they feared their 
investigations were being monitored! 

For all their official bustle, the investigators could find nothing 
against Bhagwan. They did not even take up his offer to be interro- 
gated. Charles Turner, US Attorney for Oregon, admitted as much 
a few months later, after Sheela had been convicted and sentenced 
for the crimes revealed by Bhagwan. Asked at a press conference 
held in his office in Portland on July 22, 1986, why Bhagwan had 
not been convicted and sent to prison also, Turner replied that, 
“The government had achieved its purpose, which was to destroy 
the commune and drive Bhagwan out of the country. And there 
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was no evidence implicating Bhagwan in any of the crimes”! 

Incidentally, one of Bhagwan’s attorneys, Jack Ransom, was 
present at that press conference. When he later approached the TV 
station for a copy of the videotape of Turner’s remarks, he was 
informed that the tape had already been “requested” by the gov- 
ernment and that “no copy was available.” 

Actually the government had found something from its four 
years and thousands of dollars worth of investigating — the possibil- 
ity that some of Bhagwan’s foreign disciples had married American 
citizens in order to stay in the country. A Federal Grand Jury was 
convened to investigate these supposedly false marriages — a sus- 
pected sixteen in all out of a total of five thousand Rajneeshpuram 
residents. 

The government was scraping the bottom of the barrel. Even if 
there were any such marriages, to try and implicate Bhagwan in 
them was like trying to rope the Pope into charges of drug-running 
by the Mafia — especially as Bhagwan’s stance against marriage was 
well known. But the government tried. 

On Wednesday, October 23, 1985, the grand jury foreman 
handed to Charles Turner an indictment in connection with these 
‘false marriages’. The indictment contained thirty-two counts 
against various individuals alleging their involvement in the mak- 

ing of sixteen marriages for the purposes of defrauding the Immig- 
ration Department. Bhagwan was also named. No specific factual 
charges were made against him, just a general allegation that he 
“aided, abetted, counseled, commanded, induced and caused” 
such marriages. And a further allegation that he had violated the 
immigration laws by coming to the US on a tourist visa with the © 
intention of remaining in the country permanently. 

Lawyers and judges who read this ‘secret’ indictment later were 
astonished — after four years of investigation the only charges 
against Bhagwan were unanimously described as “paper-thin” and 
“purely technical.” 

The press scoffed at the false marriage charges. “Thousands of 
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people living in America were ‘guilty’ of the same violations,” 
stated La Domenica del Corriere (Italy) commenting on the indict- 
ment. Joel McNally in the The Milwaukee Journal, October 31, 
1985, noted that, “If the federal government rounded up everyone 
whose marriage was a sham it would have to convert stadiums into 
~ prisons like they do in South America.” 
e As for the charge of “preconceived intent to remain in the US,” 
Bt attorneys described it as simply a technical violation which is never 
-__used as the basis of a criminal charge against a tourist who has filed 
an application for permanent residence. If the coverment ever 
finds such ‘preconceived intent’, i it just denies the person’s applica- 
- tion and deports him. No point in wasting time and money on a 


- criminal trial to achieve the same purpose. 
But for a government looking for a platform on which to attack 


the ‘anti-Christ’ Bhagwan, it was a straw... 
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CHAPTER 3 


The Government Takes Possession of Bhagwan 


QC) n October 28, 1985, the US government arrested Bhagwan on 
the basis of the grand jury indictment and kept him chained 
up and in custody, at times hidden even from his own attorneys, for 
twelve days. 

Just how did the government manage to detain for that length of 
time a man who, it was established by the court, was a world- 
renowned religious leader with no previous criminal record, who 
presented no unlawful danger to the public, and who was facing 
only very minor charges for non-violent, technical offenses? 
Perhaps more pertinent — why did the government use a technical 
violation which is never normally made into a criminal charge, and 
which can result at worst in deportation, to prevent Bhagwan from 
supposedly leaving the US,* and then drag him right across the 
country for twelve days in chains and shackles, only to order him 
out again? 

An examination of the facts and circumstances surrounding the 
arrest and detention provides a few clues. 

The first fact is that no arrest warrant was ever actually issued 
against Bhagwan, nor was there ever a real indication that one was 
likely to be. In fact the head of the department which eventually 
obtained an indictment against Bhagwan, (INS), actually sent a 
memorandum to its officers ordering them not to arrest Bhagwan 
* The government claimed that Bhagwan was fleeing the country to avoid arrest — 

although why, knowing his departure would be observed by government 

agents, he would choose to fly two thousand five hundred miles right across the 

US from Oregon to North Carolina to “flee” the country instead of flying just 


two hundred eighty miles north to Canada, (a half-hour flight), was never satis- 
factorily explained by the government. 


21 


vs Mie 


on the basis of the indictment. (See Chapter 6). 

But in mid-1985 rumors began circulating that the government 
had convened a grand jury to investigate ‘false marriages’ at Raj- 
neeshpuram. As Bhagwan had been in isolation and public silence 
for three and a half years, seeing nobody but his secretary and his 
housekeeper, it was practically not possible that he could have 
been involved in any such matters. He was, and always had been, 
strongly against marriage, sometimes even referring to it as 
“legalized prostitution.” And if he had, as the government 
claimed, been aware of the possibility of circumventing the US 


immigration laws by making a marriage to a US citizen, and had 


condoned such activity, then one would at least have expected him 
to have made such a marriage for himself. It would have been far 
easier than fighting the government for recognition as a religious 
personage, and he would have had no shortage of eager brides. But 
he did not do that. 

Despite the improbability of Bhagwan’s being named in connec- 
tion with any ‘false marriages’, his attorneys decided to take no 
chances. They knew the government’s determination to find some- 
thing, anything, to pin on Bhagwan. So they approached the US 
Attorney for Oregon, Charles Turner, requesting that if Bhagwan 
was named on any indictment, they be informed so they could 
make arrangements for his voluntary surrender in Portland rather 
than have the police come out to Rajneeshpuram to arrest him. 

Charles Turner assured Bhagwan’s attorneys, Swami Prem 
Niren and Peter Schey, that he would fully cooperate in stich an 
event, agreeing with their concern that any arrest at Rajneesh- 
puram could provoke some ugly incidents. 

Indeed, by late October 1985, the atmosphere surrounding the 
commune had reached fever pitch. Bhagwan’s public disclosures of 
the crimes committed by Sheela against public and private citizens 

of Oregon had been widely and sensationally published by the 
media. The result whetted the blood lust of those already hostile to 
Bhagwan and his community — and there were many. Bhagwan and 
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his followers had never been accepted in Oregon. From the very 
beginning “the foreigners with the strange religion” were treated 
with suspicion and thinly-veiled hostility by their staunch Christian 
neighbors. 

Warned that they would never last a year on the barren desert 
ranch they had purchased, Bhagwan’s followers had nevertheless 
dug in. Starting as only a few dozen, which quickly became a few 
hundred and then a few thousand, they not only survived the first 
bitter winter — they flourished. Within three years, with a lot of 
hard relentless work and a lot of money, they had transformed the 
desert into an oasis city for five thousand people. They built roads 
and dams and bridges, an airport, suburban blocks of air-con- 
ditioned and centrally heated two-storied houses, a shopping mall 
and office block, a huge dairy and chicken farm, a fifty-acre vege- 
table farm, three restaurants, a disco, a two-acre meeting hall, a 
luxury forty-seven-room hotel, and temporary festival accommo- 
dations and facilities for fifteen thousand people. They had a fleet 
of over one hundred modern cars, plus trucks, tractors, bulldozers, 
road and dam-building equipment, five airplanes and a helicopter, 
and a 100-bus transport system. They had sophisticated sewage and 
water systems, an electric power sub-station, industrial and light- 
engineering factories, solar heating, hospital and dental facilities, a 
school, post office, city hall and fire station, boutiques, an ice- 
cream parlor, a bakery and a pizzeria. They irrigated and cultivated 
land that had defied cultivation for over fifty years (it had been 
Tuined by sheep farming). They planted a vineyard and thousands 
of trees, lawns and gardens. They had a country and western band, 
a jazz band, a rock band, and a chamber orchestra. And they 
danced and sang a lot. (Facts from Eugene (OR) Register-Guard, 
November 25, 1984; POL Magazine (Australia), October 1984; 
West Australian Sunday Times, July 28, 1985). 

Bhagwan’s followers enjoyed life. They bought ninety-three 
Rolls Royce cars for Bhagwan to use — it was their way of poking 
fun at American materialism. But nobody appreciated the joke. 
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: At first the Christian Oregonians were shocked. Then, as they 


realized that Bhagwan’s followers were not only successful, but 
luxuriously successful, they became envious and jealous. Central 
Oregon was poor. The neighboring ranchers, even though they had 
more fertile soil than the commune, eked out only a modest living. 
And their God-fearing lives did not allow for much fun. They 
refused invitations to visit the ranch and see for themselves what 
was going on, preferring instead to condemn it from afar. They 
began to form vigilance committees and drive around in cars dis- 
playing bumper stickers which read “Better Dead than Red” 
(Bhagwan’s followers wore red clothing). They distributed T-shirts 
and baseball caps depicting rifle-sights trained on Bhagwan’s face, 
and held meetings at which Bible-thumping preachers warned 
about the commune of Satanists and devil worshippers. 

They would have enjoyed to see the commune fail. Even the 
local politicians became concerned. Here was springing up a model 
city which was “a paradise for environmentalists,” (Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung, (Switzerland), November 4, 1985), but it was run by a 
bunch of heathens who worshipped a man instead of a cross, and 
therefore was decidedly “un-American.” And on top of everything 
else it was attracting hundreds of well-educated and creative young 
Americans who should have been going to church like their 
parents. 

Christianity was not used to having its bright young intelligentsia 
“converted” away from the fold. And its people reacted strongly. 
Bhagwan’s revelations about Sheela in September, 1985, opened 
the floodgates for all these pent-up emotions. Vociferous bands 
of curious, angry, resentful and downright violent people began to 
throng in as visitors. All saw this as their opportunity to vindi- 
cate their prejudices against Bhagwan. Threats and demands that 
Bhagwan and his sannyasins leave the country poured in — some 

‘obscene, some invoking dire warnings and prophesies from the 
Bible, many simply threatening violence. Knots of ‘visitors’ would 
gather outside the Rajneeshpuram shopping mall and restaurants 
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and shout and wave placards demanding that the Rajneeshees (of 
whom the overwhelming majority there were Americans) should 
go back to India. Other groups would sing hymns and hand out 
leaflets warning residents to leave “Satan’s City of Sin” before it 
was too late. “Jesus loves you” screamed hoarse voices, “Repent 
now!” Local ranchers and truck drivers drove through the city wav- 
ing rifles and taking pot-shots at the sign posts. There was a definite 
feeling of a lynching in the offing. 

Indeed two and a half years later, in February 1988, convicted 
murderer John Wayne Hearn testified in a Houston Federal Dis- 
trict Court that in 1985 he had been approached by an Oregon 
rancher to bomb some of the houses at Rajneeshpuram. (The New 
York Times, February 21, 1988). 

Alarmed that things might get out of hand, Bhagwan’s new 
advisors, Hasya and John, decided to fly him away for a few weeks 
until the situation cooled down and all the press and police investi- 
gation teams and visitors had disappeared. 

A wealthy friend, Hanya, had offered her beautiful home in the 
peaceful hills of North Carolina, and that seemed perfect. It was 
obvious from the threatening phone calls and letters that Bhagwan 
was the focus of the Oregonians’ wrath, and with him away from 
the Ranch for a while, the simmering violence should quickly dissi- 
pate. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, October 27th, Niren checked again 
with US Attorney Charles Turner. No, he said, there was no indict- 
ment pending against Bhagwan, and nothing anticipated that he 
‘knew of. He was lying. At that very moment a sealed indictment 
naming Bhagwan for immigration offenses, handed down by the 
grand jury the previous Wednesday, was lying in his desk drawer. 
eA cara police arrest atthe Renearenoalte Be 
ie ve as : str ae dog mie and possibly violence? 
an - he was hoping for, or had even plans to engineer, an erup- 

violence that would allow the government troops to Open 
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fire on the sannyasins. (Hundreds of National Guardsmen had 
been camped nearby in The Dalles armory, “on full alert,” for the 
past week.) Such a tactic had worked for the government many, 
many times in the past — at political rallies and demonstrations, at 
Wounded Knee, at Billy Jack’s school in New Mexico, and at Kent 
State University. And it would be a much easier and cheaper way of 
getting rid of “the Bhagwan problem” than a long drawn-out legal 
battle over trumped-up charges of “immigration violations.” 
Whatever his plan, Turner had no chance to put it into effect. 
Later on that Sunday afternoon, Bhagwan flew out of the ranch on 
his way to Charlotte. The press saw him leave, as did the govern- 
ment officials and agents who were all over the ranch. Phone calls 
with the news were immediately placed to Portland, including one 


by asannyasin, Ava, to the US Attorney’s office. 


Niren phoned fellow attorney Peter Schey to tell him. Schey 
didn’t like the idea — he thought that with all the rumors flying 
around of possible indictments, Bhagwan’s temporary departure 
might be misconstrued. He suggested that Bhagwan return. 

Hasya and Niren spent the next few hours trying to phone the 
plane with Peter’s advice. They made over forty calls. Twice they 
raised the Federal Aviation Administration air-traffic controllers 
who were in touch with the plane, and were promised that a mes- 
sage would be passed to the plane to phone back. But no phone call 
ever came. Later it was determined that the US Department of Jus- 
tice had instructed the Federal Aviation Administration not to pass 
on any messages to the plane. A sinister development, in retro- 
spect. But at the time Hasya wasn’t unduly concerned — she would 
phone through to Hanya’s house later that night. 

She would have been a little more concerned if she’d witnessed 
the welcome being prepared at Charlotte airport. The US Marshal 
for North Carolina had just received an urgent phone call from the 
US Attorney’s office in Portland, advising that a planeload of 
armed and dangerous fugitives from justice was onits way, and that 
the passengers were to be arrested. He sprang into action. 


, waiting excitedly to welcome Bhagwan to her town 
eard his plane flying in and stepped out from the VIP airport 


__jJounge — straight into a pair of handcuffs and a gun. As the plane 


taxied to a halt, searchlights beamed out and twelve armed guards 


san to encircle it, pointing their rifles through the cockpit and into 


the open doorway. More armed guards covered those armed 
guards from a distance. Bhagwan and his holiday companions were 
ordered out with their hands in the air, pushed against the side of 
the plane, roughly frisked with rifles pointed at their heads, hand- 
cuffed and rushed off to jail in a convoy of siren-screaming cars. 
A perfect textbook felony arrest...Except there was no arrest 
warrant. And no felony. What the US Marshal had not been told 
was that the indictment charges against Bhagwan were for a federal 
crime, (immigration offense), and not a state crime. The offense of 
“fleeing from justice” occurs only when an indictee flees from one 
state to another to avoid arrest for a state crime, or when he tries to 
leave the country to avoid arrest for a federal crime. Bhagwan’s 
indictment was federal, and if his plan had been to flee arrest he 
would have headed for Canada, only half an hour’s flight from Ore- 


gon, rather than traveling five and a half hours right across — = 
America to North Carolina. His traveling from the stateofOregon 
to the state of North Carolina was not unlawful—he was notfleeing 


state charges and no arrest warrant had been issued against him for 
any federal offense. (An indictment is not an arrest warrant.) 

So the dramatic, traumatic, arrest at gunpoint was legally unjus- 
tified. Indeed the US magistrate in Charlotte had no hesitation in 
later dismissing the charges made against Bhagwan of fleeing from 
justice. But by then he had already been in the custody of the US 


Marshals for five days. And by then the Assistant US Attorney for 


Oregon, Robert Weaver, had managed to persuade the magistrate 
that Bhagwan should continue to be kept in custody until he was 
returned to Oregon to answer the indictment charges. 

His reasons? Weaver informed the magistrate that if Bhagwan 
were released on bail in the normal procedure, it was possible that 


: some of his followers would try to kill him or that he might commit 
suicide. (See Greensboro (North Carolina) News Record, October 


31, 1985, and San Francisco Chronicle, October 31, 1985). The evi- 
dence offered in support of this notion was a report from a federal 
marshal that he had heard Bhagwan say that he would like to take 
some pills and never wake up, and Bhagwan’s own previous disclos- 
ures to the public that Sheela and her gang (who were now in Ger- 
many) had tried to poison his personal physician and his caretaker. 
Strange that a man whose whole religion was life-affirmative, 

and who had spent the previous five days of his captivity smiling 
and joking with reporters even when he was handcuffed and in leg- 
irons, should be said to be contemplating suicide. Strange too that 
a man who was only facing two minor charges which would at the 
most result in his being deported, and to whom hundreds of letters 
and telegrams and phone calls of support were being sent daily 
from all over the world, could be thought of as a possible suicide 
risk. Interesting that this remark was allegedly heard by a federal 


_~ marshal, even though Bhagwan was in a county jail, (Mecklenburg 


County Jail), operated by the state. Interesting, too, that these 
stories were widely circulated to the press by the government. In 
retrospect it could be looked at as an attempt to establish a cause, 
or at least to pinpoint the blame, should anything have happened to 
Bhagwan. 

Despite the lack of evidence to support the government’s fear of 
suicide, despite the fact that Bhagwan had no previous criminal 
record, despite the fact that the charges against him were minor 
technical violations and did not involve violence, and despite the 
fact that his attorneys offered a substantial bond for his subsequent 
voluntary appearance in Oregon, the magistrate ordered that he 
remain in the custody of the federal authorities until he reached 
Portland. 

Her decision was a shock — and not just to Bhagwan and his attor- 
neys. In the circumstances outlined above it was standard proce- 
dure to grant bail. Bhagwan’s custodian from the jail, Sheriff Kidd, 


. si o sure Of Bhagwan’s release that he had Brouant his ciotties 
personal belongings to the court so that he wouldn’t have to 


return to the jail. 


_ Bhagwan’s attorneys immediately offered the government a pri- 

vate plane for him to be flown directly back to Portland with gov- 
ernment pilots and marshals. The government refused. Instead 
Bhagwan was held for a further three days in Charlotte — until Mon- 
day, November 4. 

On that Monday he and his attorneys were advised that he was 
being flown to Oregon — a flight of approximately five hours. His 
attorneys and friends immediately caught a plane there to await his 
arrival. He did not show up that night. Or the next. Or the next. 
Frantic phone calls back to Charlotte confirmed that he left there 
aboard a federal prison aircraft at 5 p.m. on the Monday afternoon. 
More than that the authorities refused to say. Even the ubiquitous 
and resourceful newspapermen had lost track of LR 

Where had they taken him? 

Finally, on Wednesday night, November 6th, a very determined ; 
and very exhausted Bill Diehl, Bhagwan’s Charlotte attorney, 


managed to track him down —in Oklahoma. Diehl was tipped off by _ ; 


Oklahoma newsmen that Bhagwan was being held at the federal 
penitentiary in El Reno, twenty kilometers outside Oklahoma 
City. Diehl drove out there but was refused admittance and refused 
any information. He drove back to the city at 11 p.m. and roused 
the chief US Marshal for western Oklahoma, Stuart Ernest. Ernest 
agreed to drive back to El Reno with Diehl, and around 1 a.m. 
managed to get him in to see Bhagwan. 

Bhagwan told Diehl that the night before, when he was taken to 
the Oklahoma county jail, he was forced to register under the name 
of “David Washington.” He asked Diehl what was going on. Diehl 
didn’t know. He had never come across anything like it. He started 
questioning the jail authorities and found that there were no 
Immediate plans for Bhagwan’s onward journey. . 

In fact, Marshal Ernest had made a statement to the local press 
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a very rane ROOD Avec Naveniber éth) that “Rajneesh 


_ may remain in Oklahoma for a few more days before arrangements 


can be made to transport him to Portland, Oregon.” (Daily 
Oklahoman, November 7). The press had forced Ernest to 
acknowledge that Bhagwan had been in Oklahoma since Monday 
“at an undisclosed jail-type facility,” although Ernest still “did not 
confirm where Rajneesh is being held.” Marshal Ernest admitted 
to Diehl that normally transit prisoners only stayed one night in 
Oklahoma, always at El Reno, as the federal marshals’ plane serv- 
ice flew a regular daily schedule across America. But, as he later 
told Bhagwan’s attorney, Swami Prem Niren, “for some reason — 
and I’m still not clear why — the aircraft schedule was changed early 
the next morning (after Bhagwan’s arrival from Charlotte), and I 
was told by the Marshal’s Office that Rajneesh would be with me 
possibly as long as four days.” 

After Diehl started making inquiries about what was happening 
to Bhagwan and why he was being kept there anonymously, he was 
suddenly advised that Bhagwan was to be flown on to Oregon the 
same day. This was less than twelve hours after Ernest had told the 
press Bhagwan might be staying for a few more days. Sure enough, 
at around 7 a.m. on Thursday, November 7, Bhagwan was driven 
out to the airport and put aboard the regular prison plane which 
was flying from Oklahoma to Seattle via Arizona and California. 
From Seattle, Bhagwan was flown the short one hour hop to 
Oregon. 

Which raises a few questions: 

Why did the government push so hard, and against all the normal 
rules, for Bhagwan to be kept in custody? 

Why didn’t the government take up the offer of Bhagwan’s 
friends to provide a plane in which the government could have 
flown Bhagwan directly back to Portland instead of shunting him 
around the country at great public expense? (the heavy security 
involved at each stop was “the biggest deal I’ve ever seen” admitted 
Marshal Ernest). 
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: ly was iehagwan’ s location kept a secret, even from his own 

7 attorneys? 

‘Why was the Oklahoma marshal told that Bhagwan would be in 
‘his custody for four days when transit prisoners are usually held 
overnight only? 

Why was the regular flight schedule “changed” (if indeed it was) 
the night Bhagwan arrived in Oklahoma, leaving him stranded 
there for three days? a 

Why did the Oklahoma marshal tell the local press on the after- 
noon of November 6 that Bhagwan would be staying for another 
four days, and then send him off on the morning of November 7, 
after his attorney started making inquiries? He went on the regular 
prison flight — why hadn’t he been booked to go on it before? 

What would have happened to Bhagwan if the intrepid Bill Diehl 
had not tracked him down? Ne 

But it seems that perhaps Diehl was too late. It looked like some- _ 
thing had already happened to Bhagwan in Oklahoma. In fact sev-_ 
eral strange things happened there. But the significance of those 
events was not realized until much later. BS 


hen Bhagwan left Charlotte on Monday, November 4, he 
was flown to Oklahoma City via Springfield, Missouri. For 
the journey the non-violent fifty-three-year-old man was put into” 
handcuffs and leg irons, both of which were chained to a chain 
around his waist. : 2 
Bhagwan was disembarked at Oklahoma City with a female pris- 
oner and they were both driven by a deputy US marshal to the 
county jail in Oklahoma City. It was dark when they reached the 
jail but in the street lights Bhagwan could see a crowd of reporters 
waiting outside the jail. The car stopped and a jailer came out. As 
the deputy US marshal handed over Bhagwan’s package of clothes — 
and his medicines (for his diabetes and asthma) he muttered to — 
Bhagwan’s new guard, “This guy is world famous —the news media 
are focused on him — so don’t do anything directly — be very care- . 
ful.” | ae hee 
Bhagwan and his fellow prisoner heard the words distinctly. She 
was immediately taken out of the car past the waiting press and into - 
the prison by the front door. The car then edged on round to the 
back of the jail where Bhagwan was smuggled in, out of sight of the 
press. Inside Bhagwan was given a form by a deputy and told to fill 
it out in the name of David Washington. Bhagwan refused, saying 3 
it was not his name. He was told he would sit there untilhe didit- 
all night if necessary. Bhagwan was tired — it was 8:30 p.m. and he 
had been in handcuffs and leg irons and chains for almost four 
hours. He asked the deputy to fill out the form, (so that the fraud 
would be in the deputy’s handwriting), and then he signedit with = 
his usual signature, which is unique and well known (and totally = 
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. unrecognizable as representing anything at all). When the deputy 


asked what it was, Bhagwan said it must be David Washington. The 
deputy must have been tired too, because he let it go. 

An interesting thing about this incident is that the name of the 
deputy was Fred Washington. The intriguing part of it is that Bhag- 
wan’s attorney Niren was later told by the sheriff that there was no 
record in the jail computer of either Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh or 
David Washington ever having spent the night there. The visits of 
all other “guests” to the jail, no matter how transitory, are carefully 
recorded on computer. Those are state government records and 
Bhagwan was not on them. It was only when Niren went down to 
the vaults and started chatting with the clerk that he was able to 
finally locate one document showing that a ‘David Washington’ of 
Rajneeshpuram had stayed there on the night of November 4th. 
The signature on the bottom of the form has been whited-over, (al- 
though a few indications remain), and the name ‘WASHINGTON, 
DAVID’ is typed over it. The record shows ‘David Washington’ as 
being checked in at 8:35 p.m. and checked out the next day at 3:15 
p-m. 

Bhagwan recalls his stay at the Oklahoma County Jail very 
clearly. On the way to his cell he was told to pick up a mattress. The 
mattress was thin, filthy and old, and obviously home to an 
extended family of cockroaches. The night was freezing. The cell 
was bare, apart from the mattress, and had no other occupants. 
Nor did it have any window. Bhagwan’s request for a blanket and 
pillow was denied. He didn’t sleep much. At some undetermined 
hour (the cell was dark) he was brought new bedding, including pil- 
lows and a blanket, and food — two pieces of bread soaked in a 
strange-tasting red sauce (not tomato). Almost immediately how- 
ever, or so it seemed to him, a guard came to chain him up and take 
him back out to the car. 

Much of Bhagwan’s story is confirmed by Oklahoma marshal 
Stuart Ernest, who later admitted to Bhagwan’s attorney, Niren, 
that it was unusual for a federal transit prisoner to be housed at the 
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ahoma County Jail instead of the El Reno Federal Peniten- 


on tiary. He also let slip to Niren that Bhagwan had been held in “iso- 


lation” at both Oklahoma County Jail and the El Reno peniten- 
tiary, even though both prisons were plagued with the common 
problem of overcrowding. He also admitted that they had taken 


“special precautions” with Bhagwan, and that he had not been ~ 


given the regular jail food but a “special diet” — because he was a 
vegetarian. 

From the county jail Bhagwan was driven out to the El Reno 
penitentiary. Terry Watford, the unit manager in charge of incom- 
ing prisoners, remembers his arrival there. He told Niren that 
Bhagwan arrived at 7 p.m. and was taken to the special detention 
area (a kind of isolation ward) “as per prior instructions” 


There Bhagwan was locked up in a cell with an existing Gccupane 


The man recognized Bhagwan from TV (Bhagwan’s arrest was 
the hottest news item across America at the time). He warned 


Bhagwan not to come close, as he was suffering from an infec- ; cas 


tious herpes, and advised him to bang on the door for the warder 

and demand to be moved to another cell. . 
Bhagwan banged on the door. It was a long time before the war- 

der came, even though he was stationed just a few rooms away. 


When he finally appeared, he was accompanied by the prison doc- a 
tor. Bhagwan repeated what the herpes victim had told him and 
was immediately moved to another cell, which he had all to him- 


self. (It was only in these two jails in Oklahoma that Bhagwan had 
the luxury of a cell to himself.) 

Bhagwan slept well that night. He said later that it was the only 
good night’s sleep he had in the whole twelve days of his confine- 
ment. Except that it wasn’t twelve days! 

According to Bhagwan, who is known to have total recall of 
events he participates in (he has embarrassed many a person by 


exactly remembering something they said years before), he spent 
eight nights in Charlotte, one in Oklahoma County Jail, one in El 


Reno Penitentiary, and one in Multnomah County Jail, Portland. 
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That’s eleven days. His recounting of those days and nights to the 
press and to his followers has been frequent and consistent from 
that time, (see Light on the Path and India: Coming Back Home, 
talks by Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, The Rebel Publishing House, 
1988.) 

It wasn’t until I began research for this book that I realized that 
the numbers did not add up. There were twelve days between the 
night of Sunday, October 27th when Bhagwan was arrested and the 
evening of Friday, November 8th when he was finally released. So 
a night and a day were missing. I asked Bhagwan about it but he 
said I must have made a mistake and should check again. I did. And 
found the mistake. There were three nights between Monday, 
November 4th, when Bhagwan left Charlotte, and T hursday, 
November 7th, when he arrived in Portland. Bhagwan remem- 
bers only two — one at the county jail (Monday 4th), and one at El 
Reno where he slept exceptionally well. I checked with El Reno — 
Bhagwan had spent two nights there, November Sth and 6th. But 
one of those nights was wiped from his consciousness — possibly by 
sleeping drugs. 

It is a documented fact that right from his release, when he first 
started recounting his jail experiences and long before any sugges- 
tion of poisoning or foul play had arisen, Bhagwan consistently 
maintained that he had only spent one night in the El Reno 
penitentiary. 

Why did Bhagwan ‘lose track’ of a whole day in Oklahoma? 
What happened there? 

Why did the government smuggle Bhagwan into Oklahoma 
County Jail when federal transit prisoners are always taken to the 
federal El Reno facility? 

Why was Bhagwan admitted to Oklahoma County Jail under a 
pseudonym of ‘David Washington’, and why is there no record 0 
his stay on the jail computer? a but 

Why was Bhagwan checked out of the county jail at 3:15 ae if 
not checked in to El Reno until 7 p.m.? El Reno was only a ha 
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What were they expects to find? 


Bhagwan in chains and handcuffs with Sheriff Kidd outside the 
Charlotte, N.C. jail. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
memorandum 
ety) American Consulate General 
MTN CF: Bombay, India 
SRET: Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, A24 404 461 
Rajneesh Meditation Foundation POO 50/88 
qo: District Director, INS 
Portland, Oregon 
Attn. Mr. Thomas Casey, Criminal Investigator 


Your memorandum of May 21, 1982 


, 


The U.S. Consulate General, Bombay, appreciates the investigative 
reports that you have sent us. It is quite helpful to us to be kept 
abreast of Rajneesh's activities in the United States. 


Vice Consul Scott DeLisi and Foreign Service National Investigator 
Arif Kadwani visited Poona from June 17 and 18. Although there is 
additional information and documentation that we are seeking, we 


are, aS per your request, forwarding such information as we 
presently have. 


We have been developing a contact with a disaffected sanyasin who ran 
the Poona Ashram for a period of time following Rajneesh's departure. 
A detailed report of our findings will follow. 


The Poona Police Commissioner was quite helpful and volunteered a 
good deal of information. 


Regarding narcotics, there were no major seizures of drugs although he 
had no doubt that many sanyasins were users. 


There were also incidents of prostitution on the part of Rajneesh devotees, 
however prostitution is not illegal per se; only the running of brothels. 
Rajneesh devotees engaged in prostitution operated privately from their 
hotel rooms. As previously reported there were also several allegations 
of sexual molestation of devotees by various non-sanyasins who had 
Gealings with the Ashram. All these cases were found to be without 

merit and were seen as attempts at sexual entrapment. 


Our investigation could find no evidence that the Arya Samaj marriage 
certificates are in themselves fraudulent. This is not to say that the 
Marriages themselves were not marriages of convenience designed to 

circumvent U.S. immigration laws. 


‘ 


CONS ; SHDeLisi/AGKadwani shed 


p 
Clearances: CONS:NLPelletreat/CMCourtney 
CG: JDAmstutz 


: Department of State (VO/F) 
Department of State (OCS/EMR - Mr. Ward) 


One of the US consulate telexes sent from India in early 1982 to 
discredit Bhagwan and his followers. The suppositions about 
drugs and prostitution were found in the US Federal District 
Court for the District of Oregon to be baseless. 


(b) AO? : 


ugust 30, 1983 


Alan C. Nelson 
Deputy Commissioner ; 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
7100 Chester Arthur Building 

425 Eye Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20536 


Dear Al: 


As I mentioned to you some time ago at the White House, 


I have been to Oregon and have flown over the Bha: 's ranch. 
{was acconpanieo by 9: aaa (5 )(7?(c.) 
and we got a good overview of the entire operation. rem 


amount of money and effort have gone into that desert valley. 
It's my impression that the estimates of expense there so far 
are on the low side and there is evidence everywhere of 
continuing construction, site preparation and stockpiling of 
all sorts of construction materials. In short, the project 
represents far too great an investment to expect these people 
to walk away from it regardless of the outcome of your 
proceedings against principal. 


is a very knowledgeable and competent young 
man-who has gathered a wealth of information on this subject. ¢ bYWC) 

It might be well to consider making some of it available to 

other Federal agencies if and when they develop an interest 

in this project. These people are well funded and have a wealth 

of skilled legal people to achieve the goals they have laid 

out for themselves. They appear to use the laws that serve 

as shelter to the utmost and to ignore or challenge those they 

don't like. For example, they will not allow the Jefferson 

County Building Inspector on the property at all and will only 

show the assessor the things they want him to see. a 


I enclose another package of material cron QS ) (bX?XC) 


and can be available any time to discuss any other aspects 
of this situation with you or your people at any time. 


Best personal regards, 


PM O(N) 


( (LCM) (C) | aH 


Enclosur: 


&, Letter on White House stationery, supposedly from US Attorney 
General Ed Meese, regarding investigation of Rajneeshpuram. 
(The deletions were made by US officials ‘for reasons Of 
| national security’ before the document was released under the 
% Freedom of Information Act.) 
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t ‘Ban the Bhagwan’ T-shirts and buttons sold and worn by 
f Oregonians in 1984-1985. 
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Document from Oklahoma County Jail filled out by the U.S. 
Marshal accompanying Bhagwan, showing that Bhagwan was 
registered at the jail as “David Washington”. 
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Portland Police Department report of the bomb scare at the 
Multnomah County Jail while Bhagwan was inside. 
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The Oregonian, Friday, November 8, 1985 


The itinerant bhagwan 


Here is Bhagwan Shree Raj- 
neesh’s travel route beginning in 
Charlotte, N.C. Monday (dashed 
line), he flew to Springfield, Mo.., 
and Oklahoma City. He spent at 
least two nights in El Reno, 
Okla., which is 10 miles west of 
Oklahoma City. His journey con- 
tinued at 8 a.m. CST Thursday 
(solid line) and included several 
Stops before landing at 7:30 p.m. 
inPortland. - 


Seattle 
Portland 


Sacramento, Calif. Charlotte, N.C. 


Springfield, Mo. 


El Reno f 


Vandenberg AFB, Calif. Bg Oklahoma City 


Luke AFB, Ariz. 


Long Beach, Calif. Tucson, Ariz. 


an? ' 
“Oregonian” newspaper report showing Epa tran 9:fou day 
Ourney across America in the hands of the U.S. : 
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CHAPTER 5 


A Bomb at the End of the Journey 


hagwan arrived in Portland at 8 p.m. on November 7th. He 
had been traveling by plane from Oklahoma since 8 o’clock 2 
that morning, stopping off first at Tucson, Arizona, then Luke 
AFB, Arizona, then Long Beach, California, followed by Vanden- 
berg AFB, California, and Sacramento, California. The plane had — 
arrived in Seattle at 5 p.m. There everyone was disembarked © 
except for Bhagwan. He was kept in the plane, without information 
or fresh air, for a further two hours, after which he was transferre 
to a small aircraft for the one hour flight to Portland, Oregon. 
Throughout the entire day he was in handcuffs and leg irons, both 
of which were chained to a chain around his waist. ee 
In Portland he was driven, once again in a convoy of siren- 
screaming police cars, to the brand new Multnomah County J ail. 
By now the city was humming with pressmen and sannyasins anxi- 
ous for a glimpse of their Master. The US Marshal for Oregon, 
Kernan Bagley, approached Bhagwan’s secretary Ma Prem Hasya ~ 
and Bhagwan’s attorney Jack Ransom, and told them both bluntly | 
that if there were demonstrations or trouble of any kind in Port-_ 
land, Bhagwan would be immediately taken away to another jail, 
one of the old primitive ones which had been replaced by thenew 
building, and no one would be told where he was. Nothing would - 
be permitted by way of demonstration, he said, not even a placard. 
The following afternoon Bhagwan was chained up again and 
taken to the federal courthouse. After their Charlotte experience 
Bhagwan’s attorneys had prepared an ingenious variety ofschemes 
to offer the judge as an alternative to Bhagwan’s continued incar- 
ceration — schemes involving house arrest, foot beepers etcetera. 
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Rath a first offender charged with a non-violent crime, and 
immediately granted him bail. Both sides were caught with their 
- pants down. Bhagwan’s attorneys had to quickly rustle up the 
$500,000 bond, and the federal government had lost its hard-fought 
battle for custody. However it was almost 4 p.m. on a Friday after- 
noon and there was the possibility that the bail money could not be 
posted in time. Bhagwan was handcuffed and chained up again and 
taken back to the Multnomah County Jail. 

When he got there he was surprised to PGtice that the ground 
floor reception area was empty — not a soul in sight. When he asked 
_ where all the people were Bhagwan was told that the shifts were 

being changed. The two marshals who had brought him from the 
-court handed him over to a third man and immediately left. 

The new man took Bhagwan to a small room and left him there 
alone, locked in. After a short while he returned with the informa- 
tion that the bail bond had been posted and Bhagwan could be 
released. The man. handed Bhagwan his belongings and a form to 
fill in to acknowledge their receipt. Bhagwan noticed that the 
man’s face was sweating and that the form was trembling in his 

hands. Bhagwan signed the form and then the man announced that © 
he had to go and get his boss’s signature on the form. Bhagwan was 
puzzled. He said that the form was simply for him to acknowledge 
that he had received his belongings, and that there was no point in 
having ‘the boss’ sign it, and indeed no place on the form for any- 
one else to sign. The man simply locked POS in again and dis- 
appeared. — 
i Meanwhile Bhagwan’s secretary Hasya had hurried from the 
a courthouse where she had just posted the bond, to the jail to collect 
ee Bhagwan. As she and two others tried to enter the front door of 
ap the jail they were barred by policemen. “You can’t go in there, 
a lady,” she was told. “Yes I can”, she replied, “T’ve come to pick up 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, he’s been released.” 

“Sorry, but no one’s allowed in, there’s been a bomb scare.” It 
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outside — she had thought they were all reporters. 
“But Bhagwan is in there!” she screamed. “He’ll be coming out 
the back,” was the response. She raced around the block to the 
back of the huge building — nothing, nobody. She ran back to the 

front and asked a T'V commentator what was happening. He told - 
her that phone calls had been received by the police earlier saying — 
that a bomb had been planted in the building set to go off at 5:55 
p.m. The police had immediately evacuated the lower floors and 
the bomb squad was searching for the explosive. The TV reporter 
confirmed to Hasya that Bhagwan had been taken into the building 
after the bomb threat had been received, and after the building had 
been evacuated, and as far as he knew was still in there. 

Sure enough Bhagwan was still locked alone inside the reception 
area on the ground floor. After about half an hour his jailer 
returned with the receipt form — devoid of any “boss’s’ signature. 
Without a word he took Bhagwan downstaings to the garage, where 
a police car was waiting. 

Meanwhile Hasya was still running ron feaitically trying to 
find out what was happening inside — to Bhagwan. Finally she was 
tipped off that a car was coming up from the basement garage. She 
ran around to the entrance — just in time to see Bhagwan appear 
from below in a police car. He was let out at the pavement as other 
friends anxiously ran up. Minutes later his chauffeur appeared with 
his Rolls Royce limousine. 

It was only later, at the airport where his plane was to fly him 
back to Rajneeshpuram, that Bhagwan learned from TV newsmen 
that a bomb had been found on the ground floor of the jail just after 
his arrival there. 

The official Oregon Police Report of the incident (#85-11948) 
gives the following statement from Sergeant Dennis Branagan. 
“When I arrived at work at 16:05 on 11-8-85, I was advised that 
there had been a bomb threat at the Justice Center and a suspi- 
cloned (sic) explosive device had been found in one of the vigitors 
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lockers off of the Jobby area. I franc diately: reponded to the loca- 

tion and observed a mass of people in front of the building as well as 
various reporters from the TV news media. The lower portions of 

the Justice Center had been evacuated and public safety aides were 

blocking the entrance and exit doors. 

“In the lobby I met Sgt. Taylor, Chiefs Fessler and Skipper, Sgt. 

- Jim Davis, Officer Maroni, and various corrections and PSA per- 

sonnel. I was advised that while checking the area for a device, an 

athletic bag had been found in locker #19 in visitors locker area. 

(Author’s note: the visitors’ locker area was on the ground floor 

next to the reception area where Bhagwan was being held). Further 

the bag had acomputer circuit board visible on top with wires going 
_ into the bag. While pro bomb squad was inspecting the bag, I called 

- the port of Portland to see if their explosive dog was available, 

which it was not. At this time was advised that BOEC (Bureau of 

_ Emergency Communications) had a phone trap on the caller’s 

phone and the number came back to an address on (deleted). In the 

“meantime the bomb squad, after inspecting the device, attached a 

rope to it and after clearing the area pulled the bag from the locker. 

After this the bag was inspected and found to contain the following: 

1. A green Mead three subject notebook 

2. A book “Digital Circuits and Micro-computers” from the 

Multnomah County Library — silver gray and blue. 

3. A book “Electronic Circuits and Devices: Electronic Engineer- 

ye Technology EET III” — gray 

4. “Campus” composition book — black and white. 

5. Portland Community College 1986 winter schedule 

6. “Norcom” theme book 70 sheets 101/2 x 8 

7. A.C.E. 218 all circuit evaluator with wires, diodes, etc. 

8. Red plastic box with clear top which contained wires, resistors, 

etc. 

9. Gray athletic bag approximately 8” x 18” gray in color 

_ “The name (deleted) appeared on several of the notebooks and 

it was determined that this subject is employed as a janitor for 
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g e ryomation and works nights at the Justice Center and w 
ing tonight. This locker area is where outside employees, as well 
as others, secure their property. I next spoke with Marsha Sanford of 
KOIN TV by telephone and obtained a statement from her. I als 
talked with BOEC and requested a tape be made of the bomb ~ 
threat as well as having them get me a hard copy of the incident. © 2 

“Marsha Sanford related that at 15:55 on November 8, 1985, she © 
received a phone call at her desk and the caller said ‘I’ve got a hot 
tip for you, there’s gonna be a bomb go off at the Justice Center at 
17:55 between the third and sixth floors.’ According to Ms Sanford 
the subject called the station again at 17:20 and talked to a reporter 
named Ken Body and said something to the effect of, ‘it’s going 
off in twenty minutes.’ Ms Sanford further said that the first call 
occurred just moments after Channel 6 had aired the fact that the 
Bhagwan had been allowed bail.” 

The report also stated that similar calls were received by the 
Bureau of Emergency Communications, “and allegedly the Port- 
land Police Bureau’s Chief’s Office.” The report detailed the inves- 
tigations made to follow up the bomb threats. The call to BOEC 
had been “trapped” which enabled the investigators to trace it to — 
the address of a certain apartment. The two occupants of the apart- — 
ment were detained by the investigating sergeant, interrogated, — 
and given voice tests to match with tapes of the threatening calls. — 
Sgt. Branagan reported that, “I explained to the accused that using 
voice stress analysis we would try to compare his voice to the cal- a 
ler’s which we have on tape. I told him that the voice comparison 
would be similar to a fingerprint comparison. Accused then told me 
that his voice changes every day. I told him that this was not true 
and I still was requesting that he allow me to tape his voice. He then 
told me that he would consent to the tape, but that he could not 
read. As a consequence he was taped with me saying a phrase and 3 
him repeating it.” 

Neither accused had alibis, and both gave stories about visitors 
to their apartment who had made phone calls on the day i in : 


tion. Ina follow-up report Branagan states that, “Several days after 
he original incident, I received a phone call from (suspect) who 
| nformed me that he and his (co-suspect) have been having trouble 
with their phone line. Apparently another party was on their line 


_~_ and while (suspect) was talking to directory assistance a voice said, 


‘Fuck you, kiss my ass.’ The operator told him to call the phone 
repair service.” Branagan reported that investigations showed 
there had been trouble on the line the day in question, “apparently 

_ a bad cable pair which could be a crossed line.” He also stated that 
“somebody with a repair phone possibly could hook into the line 
(no way to prove this).” 

Branagan’s report ends abruptly: “On 1-30-86 I received a phone 
call from Officer John Law of Portland Police Department Internal 
Affairs, who had also been talking with (suspect). I discussed the 
case with him and he told me that he was going to get copies of my 
reports. On 2-5-86 I spoke with M. Cooper of PNB Security who 
now is dealing with (suspect). I told her that by 2-7-86, I will have 

copies of reports for her.” 

That appears to have been the end of the matter as far as the 
police reports were concerned. But once again, a lot of questions 
are left: 

Why was Bhagwan taken into the Justice Center and left alone in 
the ground floor reception and visitors area when that entire floor 
had been evacuated because of the bomb threat and the finding of 
“a suspicious device”? (He could have been kept in custody at the 
courthouse while his bond was being posted.) 

Was it just a coincidence that the bomb threats were made soon 
after it was announced that Bhagwan was to be released on bail? 

Was this a panic move made because Bhagwan was unexpectedly 
given bail? A move which was then foiled when Bhagwan’s bail was 
posted so promptly? The bomb was supposedly set to go off at 5:55 
p.m. The Court usually recessed at 5:30, which meant Bhagwan 
would just have been arriving back in the evacuated reception are4 
at about that time. Was the plan aborted because the court ended 
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his personal belongings? ae is no requirement for any signa: 
ture on such receipts, other than that of the prisoner himself). WwW 
the jailer checking out what to do now that Bhagwan was packs 
the jail ahead of schedule? = 

If there was a plan to explode a bomb in the reception area whe 
Bhagwan was sitting there alone, the plan would have required the 
making of a ‘bomb threat’ phone call to initiate the evacuation of 
the building, so that others would not be hurt. Such calls were _ 
made, but they were caught in the BOEC phone trap which — 
allowed the investigating sergeant to trace the calls toa certain tele- 
phone. Why was it that a few days after he had apprehended and ~ S 
interrogated the ‘suspects’ who lived at that address, the sergeant — : 
received a call from them with a brand new story that their phone = 
had been getting crossed lines on that particular day? That story — 
seemed to check out, and the sergeant notes that it would also have" 
been possible for somebody to hook into the line that day and use 
it. Were the original suspects government agents who were rescued 
by the “crossed line” story, or was the caller a trained operator who 
managed to hook into that particular line? 

What was an officer of the Portland Police Department Internal 
Affairs doing talking to the ‘suspects’, and asking for copies of the 
Sergeant’s reports? 

Why was Sergeant Branagan taken off the case soon after he 
made plans to compare the voices of the suspects with the tapes of 
the bomb-threat call? 

Why did an officer of PNB Security take over the case and, as far 
as can be ascertained from the records, bury it? 

Was the whole bomb threat scene created by the government 

us with Bhagwan’s attorneys: : 
| iit Bisco bail the government atLommess had lost 


‘tl argaining edge. It was clear that they did not want to go to 
trial US Attorney Charles Turner later admitted they had abso- 
___lutely no evidence against Bhagwan (Press Conference, July 22, 
1986). But they needed something to frighten Bhagwan’s attorneys 
and advisors into agreeing to a deal that would be face-saving for 
the government. Any threat to his physical well-being would do. 

___ And it did do. Bhagwan’s attorney, Swami Prem Niren later 
ze said, “Ultimately the US government’s criminal prosecution of 
_ Bhagwan, its willingness to physically assault Bhagwan through 
arrest, his cruel and unnecessary incarceration, the threat of a 
lengthy trial and prolonged interrogation, and the callous treat- 
ment of Bhagwan during the bomb scare at the Portland jail, made 
_ it clear to us that the US government would not stop until it had 
physically destroyed Bhagwan by misusing the so-called system of 
_ justice which is supposed to protect the innocent. When this 
became clear, we urged Bhagwan to agree to the government’s deal 
and to leave the United States to avoid being literally hounded to 
death.” US v. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh: a Paradigm of Christian 
Tyranny, The Rebel Publishing House, 1988. — 


CHAPTER 6 


The (Thallium) Penny Drops 


hen Bhagwan returned to Rajneeshpuram that night, 

(November 8), he was treated by his doctor for extreme 
nausea, giddiness, headache, general weakness, sleeplessness and 
aches in his shoulders and arms and back. He was also having trou- 
ble with his eyesight. 

The doctor, George Meredith, M.D., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P., 
had looked after Bhagwan for nine years. According to him, up 
until that time Bhagwan had never had more than an occasional 
asthma attack (he suffers from allergic asthma), a chronic back 
problem which developed in late 1980, diabetes, and one episode 
of ‘swimmers ear’ which he had caught while swimming in his pool 
at Rajneeshpuram. 

Although Bhagwan did nothing to maintain his physical health, 
(since 1974 he had not ventured out of his room except to give 
twice-daily discourses or to go for a daily drive), he still had a strong 
and reasonably healthy body. At school and university, and later as 
a professor of philosophy, he had regularly swum long distances 
and taken long walks and runs. The last photos taken of his bare 
torso, in 1981, still show a strong, well-built body. 

For thirty years, since he first began began giving discourses, he 
had appeared in public daily with almost never a break for illness 
except those mentioned above. From 1974 when he first settled in 
Poona, until his departure for the USA in 1981, Bhagwan spoke 
twice a day every day for two hours at a time — no mean physical 
feat. As Dr. Meredith writes: 

“In those days, Bhagwan was a gentle looking man in his mid for- 
ties, with a firm easy gait, light spinal movements on turning OF 
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anne. delicate young skin and an unwnokled. face. Prior to his 
. - arrest, Bhagwan had well-controlled diabetes and asthma, neither 
of which caused him more than the minimum of ill health. 
Throughout his seven years in Poona, Bhagwan barely missed a 
- day from his morning discourse and evening darshan.” (Jesus 
Crucified Again in America, The Rebel Publishing House, 1988.) 

For his first three and a half years in America, Bhagwan was in 
silence and the daily discourses ceased. But he still continued to 
_ appear every day for a two-hour car ride during which he would 
_ greet several thousand disciples waiting along the road. And during 

the four annual celebrations from 1981 to 1985 he would sit in front 
of ten to twenty thousand disciples with his hands raised in the air 
for almost an hour at a time — an incredibly strenuous eXeIcise. In 
1985 when he started speaking again he also began dancing with. his 
disciples, beating his arms high in the air for twenty minutes or 
more without stopping. 
Up to October 1985, then, he was a healthy man. When ie was 
arrested he weighed 150 pounds. Upon his release twelve days later 
his weight had dropped to 140 pounds and he was suffering from all 
the symptoms described above. : 

His ill-health after being released from jail was not unexpected. 
Because of his allergic asthma Bhagwan had lived for years in care- 
fully controlled environments which were dust and) smoke free. He 
had also lived for years in silence and isolation — -only coming out of 
his room for discourses. His diet had been carefully regulated to 
keep his diabetes under control. So the jolt of twelve days in filthy, 
smelly, smoky jail cells, eating strange food and being subjected to 
the pain of continuously blaring TV and loud violent music, and the 
torture of moving around in handcuffs, shackles and chains, would 
be expected to have strong ill-effects. So his doctor treated all his 
symptoms without thinking them unduly strange. 

On November 14th, 1985, a week after his release, Bhagwan 
returned to the Portland court and was ordered by Judge Leavy to 


leave the country immediately and not return for at least five years... 
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He was also ordered to pay a fine of $400,000. This was the result of 
a ‘deal’ struck between the US attorneys and Bhagwan’s attorneys. 
The government attorneys had approached Bhagwan’s attorneys — 
to make the deal. This was strange in light of the enormous trouble 3 
the government had gone to to keep Bhagwan in its hands. 

Why spend four days in court in Charlotte arguing that Bhagwan 
should not be released on bail because he may flee the country, 
only to negotiate two weeks later for his departure from the coun- — 
try upon payment of a fine which was less than half of the bail — 
Bhagwan’s attorneys had offered to put up in Charlotte? 

Why drag Bhagwan in chains and shackles across the country at 
great government expense, only to suggest a non-jail sentence deal 
with his attorneys? : 

Why arrest him in the first place and go through the farce of three 
court hearings, if the government’s aim was primarily to get him 
* out of the country? (The government’s excuse for the arrest and 
detention was, it claimed, to stop Bhagwan trying to leave the ~ 
country). : 

The answer may be found in some facts that The Oregonian — 
newspaper unearthed and published on December 30, 1985. The 
Oregonian stated that, “The head of the US Immigration and 
Naturalization Service issued a confidential memorandum October 
23 directing his employees not to arrest Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
after the agency had just spent four years getting an indictment 
against him. Immigration Commissioner Alan C. Nelson cabled 
the memo to US Attorney Charles H. Turner of Portland on the 
Same day that a federal magistrate signed secret indictments for the 
guru and seven of his disciples.... For reasons not yet fully 
explained, Nelson on the day of the indictment sent Turner a 
S€ven-point policy statement that barred his agency from serving its 
Own arrest warrants. It was one of several strange turns in the case, 
which was marked by serious infighting among federal investiga- 
tive agencies and between federal and state agencies. Turner said 
he could not comment about Nelson’s no-arrest message. But other 


57 


= to refuse to make arrests in its own case.’ 


aw enforcement sources said it was unheard of for a federal agency 


The Oregonian report continued, “One party to the investigation 


said Nelson’s memo put Charlie Turner in a very difficult position. 


Sources said the crisis Nelson created with the no-arrest policy was 
_ magnified by stresses that already had cropped up in the investiga- 
tion — notably the FBI’s earlier refusal to make the ranch arrests on 
Immigration’s behalf.” 
In the end, The Oregonian reported, the agency that engineered 
-Bhagwan’s capture (under pressure from the US Department of 
Justice) was Customs, a branch of the Treasury Department. No 
charges were ever brought by the Treasury Department against 
‘Bhagwan, and indeed there was never, at any time, any such 
suggestion. 

Why did the Immigration Service Shes to arrest Bhagwan 
Shree Rajneesh on the immigration indictment handed down by 
the Grand Jury? Probably because the head of that department, 
better than any other, knew that there was no substance to the 
indictment charges, and that the government would look rather 
foolish trying to justify them in court. 

But in the meantime Bhagwan had been sarestedi= not by the 
Immigration Department, but by a federal agency that had no 
charges or complaints against him. No explanation for the sudden 
entry of the Customs department into the case was ever given by 
the government. Obviously reluctant to go to trial on the paltry 
immigration charges, the government attorneys approached Bhag- 
wan’s attorneys and offered a deal. Bhagwan, when he heard about 
it, wanted to refuse the deal and fight the government in court 
where he knew the charges could not stick. But his attorneys and 
his advisors, alarmed at the damage done to his body after just 
twelve days in government hands, and threatened by the govern- 
ment lawyers with days of interrogation back in custody, urged 
Bhagwan to agree to the deal. The bomb incident at the Portland 
jail, they argued, was alone sufficient to show that Bhagwan’s life 
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was in danger if he continued with the case. 

Bhagwan agreed reluctantly to file an ‘Alford plea’ whereby he 
consented to be sentenced for two of the charges, while at the same 
time maintaining his innocence. He received the maximum sen- 
tence — a $400,000 fine and a suspended jail sentence of 10 years 
— unprecedented for a first offender and for those charges, and ae 
immediately carried out the court’s order to leave the country. ea 

For the next year Bhagwan traveled around the world, to India 
(where his closest western disciples were all expelled), to 
Kathmandu (which refused to extend his disciples’ visas), to Crete 
(where he was arrested after two weeks and deported ‘for reasons 
of national security’), to Switzerland, Sweden, and England (all of 
which refused him entry ‘for reasons of national security’ and ‘for 
the public good’), to Ireland (which asked him to leave as soon as 
possible), to Spain (no entry), to Uruguay (which refused to extend 
his visa after three months), to Jamaica (which ordered him to 
leave the same day he arrived), to Portugal (where he was harassed 
by local police), then finally back to India. (For the full story of 
Bhagwan’s world tour see Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh: The Most 
Dangerous Man Since Jesus Christ, The Rebel Publishing House, 
1987.) 

Throughout those travels Bhagwan suffered unusual physical 
symptoms. In India, shortly after he arrived from America, his left 
eye started uncontrollable spasmic twitching. This twitching con- 
tinued on and off for the next twelve months, and is clearly evident 
on some of the videotapes of the discourses from this period. At the 
Same time Bhagwan’s eyesight began to decline seriously. Once an 
avid reader (he used to speed-read approximately fourteen books 
per day in Poona) he found after he was released from custody that 
reading books made him giddy and nauseous, and caused flashes of 
light to appear before his eyes. His eyesight had gotten a ns 
weaker over the years, a common occurrence with diabetes EF 
age, so that by 1985 he was wearing glasses to read. But he was s 
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reading occasionally — it was one of the things he used to love most. 
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By the time he arrived in Ireland (March, 1986) he was also hay- 


: ing problems with his balance. Particularly he felt that his contro] — 


over his legs was not good. And he was plagued with a ‘tingling’ 


_ sensation in his arms, hands and legs. But the biggest problem was 
__ apersistent bone pain in his shoulder and arms. This became so bad 


that in April, 1987, Bhagwan had to stop ‘dancing’ with his disciples 
coming in and out of discourse. His dancing — beating his upraised 


arms in the air in time to music — had been a beautiful and intimate 


play between the master and his disciples, and was sorely missed. 

During this period, (post-incarceration), for the first time 
Bhagwan’s regular daily discourses began to be canceled more and 
more frequently because of ill-health. His personal doctor who 
was traveling with him assumed the symptoms and illnesses were 
the result of Bhagwan’s ill-treatment in the weeks before his depar- 
ture from the US, and the stresses of the unaccustomed traveling 
(even though it was by private jet and in first class hotels.) 

When the symptoms persisted after Bhagwan settled in Bombay 
in August, 1986, causing him to cancel discourses six times for a 
_total of thirty-one days out of 136 days, his doctor decided he 
should move. At the beginning of January 1987, he moved to the 
relatively more healthy climate of Poona. However, even in 
Poona, where thousands of sannyasins began to flock to hear him, 
discourses still had to be canceled ten times between January and 
October 1987 for a total of ninety-one days because of ill-health. 

On September 15, 1987, Bhagwan developed an ear infection. 
An ENT specialist, Dr. Mohan Jog MD, F.R.C.S., D.L.O., 
D.O.R.L, diagnosed it as “mild,” treated it, and claimed it would 
heal within seven days. 

The healing process took forty-seven days, and according to 
Dr. Meredith, Bhagwan almost died in the process. 

Alarmed, Dr. Meredith consulted with a number of other doc- 
tors. Looking back at Bhagwan’s medical records they realized 
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they were dealing with more than just a body which had taken a 
severe beating at the hands of the US authorities. Even if the world 
tour had exacerbated the problems, the rest in Bombay and Poona 
should have been sufficient for Bhagwan to regain his health. But 
things were worsening. And now it was obvious that he was losing 
resistance to infections. 
Dr. John Wally M.D. was dispatched to London with samples of 
Bhagwan’s blood, hair and urine, and x-rays of the shoulder and 
arm joints which continued to give trouble. There he consulted 
with Dr. Paul Clark, M.R.C.P., a consulting physician who worked 
together with JSPS Laboratory on Harley Street — the top private 
clinical laboratory in the UK. Dr. Clark conducted a series of 
comprehensive screening tests for every major organ system of 
the body — hematology, serum biochemistry, serology and micro- 
biology. 
On hearing of the symptoms, he first ran sophisticated tests to 
tule out all possible diseases that could have created the clinical pic- 
ture Bhagwan was presenting — including rare infectious diseases 
and AIDS (a routine test). All those tests proved negative, includ- 
ing complete hematology studies, biochemistry profile, thyroid 
studies, auto-antibodies, rheumatoid factors, urine micro-biology 
studies, serologic studies. Drs. Wally and Clark then consulted a 
leading London radiologist, Colin Mackintosh FRCS (Ed), FRCR 
who examined the x-rays of Bhagwan’s cervical spine and shoulder 
for suggestive joint or bone changes that could help with the diag- 
nosis, ie auto-immune diseases, and to rule out bone or joint dis- 
ease, like rheumatoid arthritis, as a cause of the excruciating arm 
pain. Dr. Mackintosh ruled out all the usual possibilities. When 
told of Bhagwan’s bone pain and wasting disease symptoms, Dr. 
Mackintosh suggested there were only three possible causes — 
cancer, exposure to radiation, or ...thallium poisoning. The hair- 
loss symptom eliminated the cancer. “The appearance of hair loss 
enables an absolutely certain diagnosis of thallium poisoning,” said 
Dr. Mackintosh. “The only other things which do this are the anti- 


sreening on the Series of Biaevan’ s urine and hair, looking for 
_ presence of abnormal concentrations of heavy metals-such as 
>ad, arsenic, cadmium and mercury. He also screened for thal-. 
lium, a metal commonly used in rat poison and the most popular 
homicide drug in the world. 

__ Thallium is popular because it is odorless and tasteless, is water- 
soluble, and is commonly available. It is also popular because it 
leaves the body without a trace after six to nine months (it has a 
half-life of three months). Although a large dose can be fatal, thal- 
lium can also be administered in several small non-fatal doses 
_ which have the effect of destroying the person slowly by debilita- 
_ ting the nervous system. A classic sign of the latter treatment is per- 
sistent lack of resistance to infection in the victim. 

Unfortunately the test for thallium will only show its presence in 
quantities of more than one microgram per litre of fluid. So the test 
_ in Bhagwan’s case, made two years after his symptoms began and 
therefore long after the poison had left his body, could not provide 
any positive evidence. But the medical literature was clear. The 
diagnostic indications of Thallium poisoning are: 

— hair loss (* 1,2,3,4) 
— bone pain in extremities, numbness (* 2,3,4) 
— paralysis or spastic paralysis of facial muscles (twitching around 

the eyes) (* 2,3) 

— divergence or “wandering” eye movements G3) 

— weakness of ocular muscles (* 2,3) 

— destruction of optic nerve with visual impairment (* 3,4) 
_-_~__ = disturbance of motor coordination (unsteady gait) (* 3) 
< — persistent muscular weakness (* 3,4) 

— persistent lack of resistance to minor infection (* 3) 


Be * 1) The Lancet, April 11, 1987. p. 872 

ae * 2) Quarterly Journal of Medicine, New Series, XLIII, No. 170, pp 293-319: 
ie April 1974 

a * 3) Clinical Toxicology, 17 (1), pp 133-146 (1980) 

i" * 4) The Johns Hopkins Medical Journal, 142, pp 27-31. 1978 


Bhagwan had suffered all of those symptoms. But what was con- 
clusive, according to the specialists, was the bone pain and the hair 
loss — all the medical literature pointed to those as absolutely exclu- 
sive symptoms of thallium poisoning. 


But who had poisoned him? And where, when and why had the 
poisoning taken place? 

The when was clearly more than one year previously, otherwise 
some trace of the metal would have shown up in the laboratory 
screen test. An examination of Bhagwan’s medical records and his- 
tory of symptoms clearly shows a sudden and dramatic deteriora- 
tion in his health from the period of his incarceration in early 
November, 1985. The symptoms exhibited immediately thereafter 
and over the following two years were all symptoms of thallium 
poisoning. None of those symptoms had been present prior to 
November, 1985. 

The where can only be a matter of conjecture. But looking back 
at the events of that period, it is clear that something very strange 
happened to Bhagwan in Oklahoma. The loss of one whole day 
from his memory, the night of “the best sleep I had,” the 
unexplained mystery surrounding his extended incarceration in 
that city, and the anonymous stay the first night in the county jail 
instead of the federal penitentiary, all point a suspicious finger to 
Oklahoma. And perhaps it was not coincidental that Oklahoma 
was the city where Karen Silkwood was run off the road and killed, 
Teputedly by the FBI, in 1974. 

Looking at the when, which is obvious, and the where which is 
Pinpointed by very strong circumstantial evidence, the who can 
Only have been agents of the US government. It was the US govern- 
ment marshals who had sole responsibility for, and possession of, 
Bhagwan for the entire twelve days of his incarceration. It was the 
US Department of Justice which coerced Bhagwan’s arrest by a US 
agency, (Customs — which had nothing to do with the matter), after 
the Immigration Department refused to arrest him on immigration 
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charges. It was the US government which fought SO strongly and so 


_ strangely, against all the usual procedures, to keep Bhagwan in its 


custody after his arrest. And it was the US government which pro- 
longed his transportation back to Oregon by refusing use of a pri- 
vate jet, and by “rescheduling” the daily prisoner flights from 
Oklahoma just after Bhagwan arrived there. 

The why is a little more difficult to establish, but it almost cer- 
tainly stemmed from the fanaticism of the fundamentalist Chris- 
tians in power, and their fear of the growing popularity and wide- 
spread media coverage of Bhagwan, a perceived “anti-Christ’, who 


was exposing the hypocrisy and ridiculing the beliefs of Christianity 
on prime-time American TV. 


The move was not without precedent. Another highly controver- 
sial and outspoken anti-establishment author, Wilhelm Reich, 
(Listen little Man), was harassed by the US government for years as 
the subject of nine different investigations. When Reich refused to 
be forced to testify as a defendant he was sentenced to two years 
imprisonment for contempt of court. He died in prison at the age of 
sixty (seven years older than Bhagwan at the time of his confine- 
ment), supposedly of a heart attack, and all his papers and wines 
disappeared from his prison cell. 

The government persecution of Bhagwan had not gone 
unnoticed, nor had the possibility that he would be killed. More 
than two years before any suspicion arose that Bhagwan had 
been poisoned, Oregon journalist Dell Murphy wrote, “Nothing 
would stop them (the US government) until the commune 
(Rajneeshpuram) was destroyed. Most ofall they wanted to destroy 
the Bhagwan, this non-Christian, non-Jewish, non-rancher who. 
rode around in a Rolls Royce and wore funny clothes. They would 
have liked to see him dead. And they might have succeeded if his 

followers hadn’t stepped in in time to rescue him.” (The Rajneesh 
Story, Linwood Press, 1986). 
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CHAPTER 7 


Sheela - A Suspect? 


re there any other suspects? 7 
At the original bail hearing in Charlotte, N.C., Assistant US — 
Attorney Robert Weaver told the magistrate that if Bhagwan were ee 
teleased on bail it was possible that some of his followers might try : 
to kill him. To support this allegation Weaver cited Bhagwan’s pre- _ 
vious disclosure to the authorities that his former secretary, Sheela, — 
had tried to poison his caretaker and his personal physician. _ 
Was it possible that Sheela had also poisoned Bhagwan? = 
Ma Anand Sheela was Bhagwan’s secretary from 1981 to 1985, 
during which time she directed the building of the city of Raj- 
neeshpuram. She also directed the building of her own personal 
empire and the amassing of an enormous secret personal fund. And. 
she acquired national fame as the sole spokesperson for Bhagwan 
_ Shree Rajneesh. Money, power and fame — the acquisition of all 
this was possible because Bhagwan was in silence and isolation, and 
Sheela was the only connection to him. Hundreds of thousands of 
Bhagwan’s devotees all over the world did whatever she told them 4 
and gave whatever she asked for because she said she was acting in a 
Bhagwan’s name. And there was no one to contradict her. The only a 
1 she was unable to attain, and which she realized would not be me 
ae while Bhagwan lived, was her dream of becoming the head 
of the ‘Church of Rajneeshism’. (The ‘Church’ was entirely a cre- 
ation of her own, which Bhagwan subsequently disowned when he 
found out about it. 
In 1984 Sheela 1 that her world was about to collapse. 3 
Bhagwan announced that he would start speaking publicly gee i 
: Even worse, ne — 
despite all her efforts to persuade him otherwise. Even worse, © 


began to invite a few other people to come and talk to him— notably 
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Ma Prem Hasya, a glamorous Hollywood figure who was later to 


teplace Sheela as secretary. The writing was on the wall. No longer 
__was Sheela the only connection to Bhagwan. Nor would she be 
sought after anymore by the media as Bhagwan’s spokesperson — 


he would be speaking himself. She stood to lose everything. 

The evidence now available indicates that at about that time 
Sheela, in frustration, began to conspire with government officials 
and was clearing the way for Bhagwan to be poisoned, by attempt- 


_ ing to murder the two people primarily responsible for his health 


care. When her efforts failed, the government staged the arrest and 
incarceration of Bhagwan, to complete the process. 

Sheela was arrested by the government only when her plans to 
murder some of her government co-conspirators came to light, but 
she was given an extremely short sentence for the crimes she pled 
guilty to. She was allowed to stay in one of the most comfortable 
prisons in the country, from which she could be in daily contact 
with her friends in Europe and conduct regular press conferences. 

If Sheela does not reveal her connections with the government, 
she can walk away from prison relatively unscathed, after serving 
barely more than three years for the crimes of attempted murder, 
assault, arson, wiretapping and the poisoning of 750 people with 
salmonella. If she offends the government in any way, she can be 
prosecuted for additional crimes (the government specifically with- 
held charges against Sheela on several crimes for which it had evi- 
dence, including conspiracy to murder government officials), and 
locked up in a maximum security prison for the rest of her life. No 
one is expecting Sheela to talk. J 

Sheela always portrayed herself as an opponent of government 
officials, but material procured under the US Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act by the Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation indicated that 
one of her top lieutenants, Ma Yoga Vidya, was providing informa- 
tion to the federal government. Contacts in the American intelli- 
gence community have named her as an informant. 


Vidya was indicted for wiretapping and immigration offenses, ~ 
which did not, however, provide a basis for extradicting her from 
Germany — where she has been living openly since she left Raj- 
neeshpuram. She was not indicted for more serious offenses, even 
though she was the director of the Share-a-Home program, where 
many witnesses testified about assaults and the illegal administra- 
tion of the drug Haldol to thousands of homeless people who were 
brought to Rajneeshpuram. Vidya was reportedly present at meet- 
ings when the murder of Bhagwan’s doctor and others was discus- 
sed, yet she was not indicted for conspiracy in those crimes. 

Those close to Vidya and Sheela are convinced that Vidya would 
never have had the courage to double-cross Sheela by becoming a 
government agent on her own. She was terrified of Sheela, who fre- 
quently berated her and reduced her to tears in the back halls of 
Sheela’s residence, Jesus Grove. Vidya told the author in 1985, 
that she had sneaked away from the commune’s hotel in Portland 
to “meet with our friends,” indication that she had regular meet- 
ings with people known to Sheela’s inner circle, but who she could 
not meet with openly. If Vidya was cooperating with the govern- 
ment, all agree, it must have been at Sheela’s direction. 

Such tactics were not unusual for Sheela who had people posing 
as informants to the Immigration and Naturalization Service, and 
infiltrating local and national political organizations and the offices 
of opposing politicians. To those who knew her, Sheela was never 
On anyone’s side but her own. Her closest followers were consid- 
ered expendable if they became “negative,” translated as someone 
who disagreed with Sheela or criticized her in any way. 

Sheela, an extremely ambitious woman, had come to Bhagwan 
after a few years of art school and working as a waitress. In Poona 
She fought her way to the position of assistant to Laxmi, then sec- 
retary to Bhagwan, in bitter competition with Arup, Laxmi s other 
assistant. Sheela encouraged people to bring issues directly to her, 
circumventing the other two women and consolidating her Bowes 

When, at Sheela’s instigation, Bhagwan came to America for 
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i alth r reasons, Sheela, The: only one of the three top women who 
had livedin A merica and knew American ways, was chosen to suc- 
ceed Laxmi. Bhagwan was then in silence, so Sheela became his 


_ sole spokesperson. 

Sheela bragged that she was not spiritual and not interested 

in such non-material issues as enlightenment, yet she seriously 
_ perceived herself as the person destined to bring “Rajneeshism” to 

the world. From prison she still proclaims herself, “the ultimate 
Rajneeshee.” 

‘Rajneeshism’ as a concept was actually invented by Sheela to 
satisfy the Internal Revenue Service and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, which refuse to recognize any religion 
which does not fall into a traditional Judeo-Christian framework. 
_ Such discrimination is unconstitutional, but unless forced by years 
of litigation, the federal government under the Reagan Administ- 
ration is not overly concerned with the concept of freedom of reli- 
gion. oe 
Bhagwan’s teaching had always been that organized religion 
with its dogma and tradition was anathema to the individual. Each 
person must seek freedom through religiousness, which is unique 
to each individual. Since the teaching was clear, there was no harm 
in calling the teaching “Rajneeshism” to satisfy the bureaucracy as 
long as sannyasins did not become confused by it. 

Apparently, Sheela was the person most confused. She insisted 
that it was necessary to produce a book called “The Book of Raj- 
neeshism” to satisfy the government, though no attorney had told 
her so. She had a book produced which set out the “traditions” and 
“practices” of the religion of Rajneeshism, and she took it seri- 
ously, insisting that those who traveled carry a copy with them at all 
times. Those testifying in court were told to insist on being sworn 
on it as though it were equivalent to the Bible, even though the 
Bible was not used in Oregon courtrooms. Sheela had a closet full 
of red robes made, allegedly at Bhagwan’s direction, and wore 
them on all “ceremonial” occasions. She even wore while traveling 
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through Europe. She referred to herself as the “pope of Rajneesh- 
ism” until Bhagwan learned about it and told her to stop. fi 

Sheela repeatedly said that Bhagwan had told her that some day 
she would be meeting with presidents and royalty, and assumed 
that it would be in her role as the head of the religion of ‘Rajneesh- 
ism’. Sheela now says that when she is released from prison she _ 
will offer herself as a consultant to governments, to fulfill that 
prophesy. 

In an interview conducted from her ‘Club Fed’ prison in Sep- 
tember, 1987, she said: 

“T think Pll be international again very soon. One thing I’ve been 
very clear about is that my future is very golden. Big and golden. I 
have actually had visions of my future. I have had a vision of actu- 
ally advising at high governmental levels.... Bhagwan told me, ‘I 
am preparing you to sit among presidents and kings, to’ advise 
them.’” 

Sheela and her followers, Shanti Bhadra, Puja and Savita, refer 
to Sheela as the “First Rajneeshee.” In a sense they are right. 
Sheela was the first to believe in “Rajneeshism,” and she and her 
people are the only Rajneeshees. The rest are content to be sann- 
yasins, traveling together on their individual paths. 

At Rajneeshpuram, Sheela clearly saw herself as very special 
and insisted that special rooms with expensive and separate 
amenities be provided for her whenever she traveled to any com- 
munes around the world, as though she suffered from Bhagwan’s 
allergies. In Jesus Grove she provided herself with only the best. 
She had a platinum credit card, which she used freely, and traveled 
by private jet. 

As Bhagwan’s spokesperson she was given a great deal of respect 
by sannyasins, and was the center of attention for people starved 
for information about Bhagwan. She was painfully aware, how- 
ever, that she was the center of attention because of her connection 
to Bhagwan, and not in her own right. Should Bhagwan begin to 
Speak again, her position would diminish into a comparatively 
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insignificant one. Shanti Bhadra now says that “Sheela was 


| Bhagwan to sannyasins.” That is how Sheela wanted it to be, but 


she knew it was not true. 

Sheela often said to her confidants that Bhagwan was threaten- 
ing to speak again, but that she did not want him to because of his 
health, the security problems it would create for her, and the 
animosity he would create by telling the truth about American 
politicians. What she did not say is that she did not want him to talk 
because she would no longer be in the limelight. She described 
Bhagwan as a helpless person who needed her to take care of him, 
because his enlightenment made him unable to care for himself. 

If Bhagwan were to die or to become ill so that he was unable to 
speak, Sheela believed she would be secure in her position as the 
head of Rajneeshism. After the intoxicating taste of power and 
fame, she was loath to let it go. 

Aside from her lust for power and attention, Sheela had another 
motivation to help the government dispose of Bhagwan. She was 
frustrated that he had always ignored her sexual advances to him 
and was insanely jealous of anyone and everyone who worked 
physically close to him, or who received attention from him. 

Sheela, who was raped as a young woman, had a great deal of dif- 
ficulty dealing with her relationships with men. Her sexuality was 
somewhat twisted from her past experiences. She horrified com- 
mune members several times by discussing her relationship prob- 
lems in commune meetings under the guise of frankness. What she 
actually revealed was that she related to men on the level of a junior 
high school girl. Unable to deal with her attraction to heterosexual 
men, she surrounded herself with homosexuals who posed no 
threat. She eventually left her husband Jay to marry a homosexual 
man, who was enamored of her power, if not her body. 

In many ways, Sheela had a school girl’s sexual crush on 
Bhagwan. She had long been jealous of Vivek, Bhagwan’s care- 
taker, because ofher physical proximity to Bhagwan andshereferred 
to Vivek as Bhagwan’s wife, and to herself as Bhagwan’s mistress. 


Sheela often accused Vivek of wanting to sleep with Bhagwan, but — 
it was Sheela who took her nightgown with her every evening when ~ 
she visited Bhagwan, just in case he wanted her to stay. He never 
did. When she was finally leaving Rajneeshpuram in 1985, Sheela 
sobbed that Bhagwan had replaced her with another woman 
(Hasya, his new secretary), so she could not bear to stay. 

Bhagwan’s failure to fulfill her sexual fantasies about him frus- 
trated and angered Sheela. She became more and more passion- 
ately jealous of the people who lived in Bhagwan’s house, while tell- 
ing all who would listen that it was they who were jealous of her. 
The old saying that “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned,” was 
definitely true in Sheela’s case. 

Whether Sheela was motivated by a lust for power and attention, 
the jealousy of a frustrated woman, or a combination of the two, 
the facts indicate that she intended to poison Bhagwan, and that 
she expected the government to condone her actions. 

Sheela’s actions showed that her plans were long term. She had 
trusted people write threatening letters and make threatening 
phone calls to other people in the commune, saying that they 
wanted to kill Bhagwan. Some threat letters were authentic, but 
many were not. This served two purposes for Sheela. It allowed her 
to say that tight security was needed to protect Bhagwan, and 
thereby silence dissenting sannyasins. It also provided many “out- 
Side suspects” if anything should happen to Bhagwan. 

The two people Sheela most wanted to get rid of, either by 
alienating them from Bhagwan or by killing them, were the two 
People most likely to notice changes in Bhagwan’s health. They 
were Devaraj, Bhagwan’s doctor, and Vivek, his caretaker. Not 
Only was Vivek very watchful of Bhagwan’s health, but she was vig- 
ilant in guarding him, so that it would have been very difficult for 
anyone to get close to him without her knowledge. To successfully 
Poison Bhagwan slowly and avoid suspicion, Sheela would have to 
8¢et rid of these two. 

A review of Sheela’s last year in Rajneeshpuram shows the pat- 
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_ tern of poisoning that was meant to eliminate the people closest to 
Bhagwan and allow Sheela closer access to him. Once she had that, 
____ She could kill him or keep him sick enough to maintain control of 
____the organization she had created around him. 
__ Beginning in about April of 1984, Sheela made a concerted pub- 
lic effort to alienate several of the residents of Bhagwan’s house, 
Lao Tzu, from Bhagwan and members of the commune. Her par- 
ticular targets were Devaraj and Vivek. She held several public 
___ meetings where she castigated Lao Tzu residents for their “bad 
__ attitudes” and their desire to be “special,” an accusation she appar- 
ently did not find ironic. She spread rumors that Vivek mistreated 
Bhagwan, and that his house was filthy. 

In early May she instigated a conjunctivitis “crisis” in which the 
majority of commune members were diagnosed as suffering from 
conjunctivitis and placed in isolation. The alleged victims had 
marks on their eyes which are common in such a dusty climate, and 
: were not suffering from conjunctivitis at all. Coincidentally, all the 
oy residents of Lao Tzu but one were diagnosed as having this disease 

E and placed in isolation. Two of Sheela’s top assistants, Savita and 
| : _ Krishna Deva, checked into the isolation ward to spy on them or 


; worse, until Sheela returned from a meeting with Bhagwan saying, 
: “We have to call K.D. and Savita off.” 
, ; Meanwhile, Sheela sent a troop of people up to Lao Tzu, purpor- 
* tedly to clean it. Many believe that the bugging devices later found 
: there were placed at that time, presumably to allow Sheela to 
P: gather more information to “use against” the residents, and to find 
__ out if they were relaying any information about her activities to 
; Bhagwan. 
Sheela began asking Bhagwan for a meeting with him and the 
: Lao Tzu residents, so that she could present her case. She prepared 
4 her selected people for the meeting, telling each what they were 
: supposed to say. One woman who was believed to be trusted by 


Bhagwan was pressured to say that Sheela should move into Lao 
Tzu House. 
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When the meeting occurred, Sheela was in fora rude awak nin 
Bhagwan told her that the real problem in the dispute was hh 
_ jealousy. She had been jealous in Poona because she had not bes 
invited to live in Lao Tzu House there until the very end, and th 
jealousy was continuing against the current Lao Tzu House resi- 
dents. He turned aside the “charges” she made against the various - 
residents, telling her that she was too judgmental. Finally, he said 
he wanted the whole matter dropped immediately. 

At that point Sheela knew that she would not be successful in 
convincing Bhagwan to send her perceived “enemies” away. She 
was depressed for several days, then began her next scheme. She 
started having secret meetings in her bedroom. 

_Prior to that, her door had always remained open. Now it was 
always closed, with a “Do Not Disturb” sign hanging on the door 
knob. The meetings were reportedly about new “security” mea- — 
sures, but later evidence shows these meetings were the beginning 
of a murder conspiracy. 

Actually, Sheela had laid the groundwork for her alternative 
approach before the meeting with Bhagwan. Shehadtoldonesann- 
yasin that Devaraj was planning to kill Bhagwan, the rationaleshe = 
would later use to convince people to try to murder him and Vivek. _ 

Two months later Sheela, at Bhagwan’s direction, announced 
that he had selected three committees to succeed him in the event 
of his death. The first two committees, those said to be already 
enlightened and those who would become enlightened at the time ~ 
of Bhagwan’s death, were to be the real policy making committees. 
Sheela and most of her top people were not on those committees. 
Instead, the committees were made up primarily of people Sheela — 
had identified as her enemies, such as Lao Tzu residents, group 
leaders, and long-time Indian sannyasins. : 

The third committee, which Sheela and her people were on, was 
the committee which had the responsibility of carrying out the 
direction of the other two. The people on that committee were 
called Bodhisattvas and were to be enlightened at their er 3 


‘ “Yeah, 2 Vine said, “Bodhischleps. You work and work and work 
; until you die. Then he says you’re enlightened.” 
‘ae _ Sheela and the people close to her, particularly Vidya, were very 
distressed by the announcement. Not only did it mean that Sheela 
would not run the “organization” after Bhagwan’s death, but in 
_ their eyes it decreased their status in the community by identifying 
_ them as people who would not be enlightened until long after many 
other commune members. Devaraj was said to be enlightened 
already, and Vivek would be enlightened on Bhagwan’s death. 
Bhagwan’s death at this point would have meant power SEEM? to 
people who Sheela hated. 

Sheela did everything possible to suppress the information. She 
did not make the announcement to the commune, making it 
instead to a group of visitors who had arrived for the summer festi- 
val. She would not make the list of names available and canceled 
the article which was to have appeared in Bhagwan Magazine. 
Finally, she edited Bhagwan’s comments about the committees out 
of videotapes which were being made each night as he spoke to a 
group of sannyasins in Lao Tzu House. 

Shortly after the announcement, Devaraj was given poison in his 
_ food for the first time and nearly died. Three other people who had 
been declared enlightened also became mysteriously ill. Others 
were harassed and accused of thinking themselves special because 
they were enlightened. Aside from this, the announcement — 
appeared to be, at least temporarily, Bhagwan’s life insurance. 

During the next few months Sheela was busy with her schemes to 
elect sannyasins to various positions in Wasco County, so that the 
land use dispute could be permanently settled. (Ironically, the land 
use dispute that concerned her was recently decided in favor of the 
City of Rajneeshpuram. ) 

Sheela’s plans included bringing in thousands of homeless 
people so they could register to vote, fraudulent voter registration, 
and poisoning the entire city of The Dalles with salmonella so that 
people could not make it to the polls to vote. Her plans failed. In 
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january, 1985, she had two people firebomb the Wasco County 
Planning Office, because the planner had been active in opposition 
to development in Rajneeshpuram. (See Bhagwan: The Buddha 
Re Future by Juliet Forman, The Rebel Publishing House, 
1987). 
In April of 1985 Bhagwan said that his announcement declaring 
people enlightened had been a joke. It was not clear at that point 
whether the structure of the committees was also a joke, but Sheela 
immediately assumed that it was. Elimination of Bhagwan was pos- 
sible once more. 

In June of 1985 poisoning activity in Rajneeshpuram acceler- 
ated. Devaraj and Vivek were both poisoned in tea or coffee served 
to them at Sheela’s house, and Devaraj was poisoned again while 
eating at the commune restaurant. In the middle of that month, one 
of Sheela’s henchmen Ma Anand Su and at least one other person 
went to Lao Tzu House late at night with chloroform and a syringe 
filled with poison to murder Vivek. They had previously arranged 
for Vivek’s boyfriend to be sent out on night duty to the City of 
Antelope, twenty miles away. And earlier Sheela had had locks to 
both Vivek and Bhagwan’s rooms changed and had kept duplicate 
keys, Unfortunately for Su and Sheela, and fortunately for Vivek; 
Vivek had put bolts on the inside of both hers and Bhagwan S 
a and had them in place while she was sleeping. Su’s key 

ould not open the door that night. 

On July 6, 1985, during the Master's Day celebrated 
, a oe injected Devaraj with 3 Pe shed im to the 
eme "ea ented pnorue Iso rushed there and tried 
t "gency center. Puja, Sheela’s nurse, a!S© ting physician 
° obstruct treatment by removing antidotes the trea” . Panera 
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January, 1985, she had two people firebomb th - Wasco 
Planning Office, because the planner had been active in oppositi 
to development in Rajneeshpuram. (See Bhagwan: The Buddhe 
For the Future by Juliet Forman, The Rebel Publishing House 
1987). Ae 

In April of 1985 Bhagwan said that his announcement declaring 
people enlightened had been a joke. It was not clear at that point - 
whether the structure of the committees was also a joke, but Sheela — 
immediately assumed that it was. Elimination of Bhagwan was pos- 
sible once more. a 

In June of 1985 poisoning activity in Rajneeshpuram acceler- 
ated. Devaraj and Vivek were both poisoned in tea or coffee served — 
to them at Sheela’s house, and Devaraj was poisoned again while 
eating at the commune restaurant. In the middle of that month, one 
of Sheela’s henchmen Ma Anand Su and at least one other person 
went to Lao Tzu House late at night with chloroform and a syringe 
filled with poison to murder Vivek. They had previously arranged — 
for Vivek’s boyfriend to be sent out on night duty to the City of 
Antelope, twenty miles away. And earlier Sheela had had locks to 
both Vivek and Bhagwan’s rooms changed and had kept duplicate 
keys. Unfortunately for Su and Sheela, and fortunately for Vivelo 
Vivek had put bolts on the inside of both hers and Bho wen S 
doors, and had them in place while she was sleeping. Su’s key 
would not open the door that night. : 

On July 6, 1985, during the Master’s Day celebration ar 
Ma Shanti Bhadra injected Devaraj with a Se ae ; ie 
of poison. He alerted another doctor who pe pee 
emergency center. Puja, Sheela’s nurse, also rushed nee noes 
to obstruct treatment by removing antidotes the Boca heh Rend 
had laid out, and by delaying the plane rushing Devara) 


‘ : t aa 
hospital. Despite her efforts, Devara) pare ie aes > 4 
Vivek to tell Bhagwan what had happened. : °F tand The First ‘9 
these events, see Devaraj’s book Bhagwan: The 1as 4 
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2 Bhagwan aiesioned Sheela “about the imeident and she vehe- 
mently denied that her people could have done anything. Vivek 
and Devaraj continued to look for evidence. 

‘Meanwhile, Bhagwan began speaking every morning in Raj- 
neesh Mandir to the entire commune and each night in Jesus Grove 
to members of the press. Sheela was incensed. “Who invited him to 
come to my house anyway?” she growled to one cleaner. Each 
night she would bring Bhagwan to her house, where people waited 
eagerly to greet him and hardly gave her a second glance. If he 
danced with anyone more than one time she would stand by watch- 
ing, her face suffused with anger. She began to see him less and 
less, sending Savita or Vidya as secretary in her place, and finaliz- 
ing plans to leave a situation that had gotten too hot to handle. 

She had failed in her effort to eliminate Devaraj and Vivek, and 
Bhagwan knew of suspicions against her. If Bhagwan was alerted 
she could not be sure to reach him even if she did eliminate those 

close to him. It was time to leave. She laid her plans, packed up her 
hoard of valuables, made her financial arrangements, (she was 
rumored to have made off with forty million dollars), and left on 
September 14. 

Sheela traveled to Germany where she lived quite openly, giving 

regular interviews to the press. It is significant that she stayed in 

Germany. She could have gone to Switzerland, from where the US 
government could not have extradited her. She knew this because 
Vidya had had the Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation research 
international extradition laws. Why then did she publicize her stay 
in Germany? The obvious answer is that she did not expect to be 
extradited by the US government for her crimes. A further indica- 
tion of this is that she had evidence tapes and drugs openly in the 
apartment with her when she was arrested, which were described 
by arresting officers as “considerable evidence.” 

Sheela did not seem to think the government would attempt 
extradition. What she did not know is that her former follower, 
Ava, had turned state’s evidence and told prosecutors that Sheela 
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= Bhagwan questioned Sheela about the incident and she vehe. 
- mently denied that her people could have done anything. Vivek 
and Devaraj continued to look for evidence. 
~ Meanwhile, Bhagwan began speaking every morning in Raj- 
neesh Mandir to the entire commune and each night in Jesus Grove 
to members of the press. Sheela was incensed. “Who invited him to 
come to my house anyway?” she growled to one cleaner. Each 
night she would bring Bhagwan to her house, where people waited 
eagerly to greet him and hardly gave her a second glance. If he 
danced with anyone more than one time she would stand by watch- 
ing, her face suffused with anger. She began to see him less and 
less, sending Savita or Vidya as secretary in her place, and finaliz- 
ing plans to leave a situation that had gotten too hot to handle. 
She had failed in her effort to eliminate Devaraj and Vivek, and 
Bhagwan knew of suspicions against her. If Bhagwan was alerted 
she could not be sure to reach him even if she did eliminate those 
close to him. It was time to leave. She laid her plans, packed up her 
hoard of valuables, made her financial arrangements, (she was 
rumored to have made off with forty million dollars), and left on 
September 14. rae 
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had planned to kill both the Oregon Attorney General and th U 
Attorney for Oregon. The prosecutors were not pleased. They 
kept the information to themselves while arrangements were mad 
to arrest Sheela, Shanti Bhadra and Puja in Germany. As s00 
as the arrest was completed, they revealed their evidence j 
Bhagwan’s bail hearing in North Carolina. es 

When the extradition process became bogged down in Germany, 
and it looked as though the time might expire before the extradi- 
tion could be completed, the US Attorney for Oregon traveled per- — 
sonally to Germany to finish the extradition. Such an unpre- 
cedented action by a US Attorney is probably best explained by the 
fact that he was number one on Sheela’s hit list of public officials, 
which Ava had disclosed. 

In time, Sheela, Shanti Bhadra and Puja were returned to the 
United States to stand trial, and the American government asked 
the German government for permission to prosecute them on addi- 
tional grounds to those stated in the original extradition order. 
Sheela and company resisted the effort. It had the appearance of 
being a typical criminal prosecution and defense. 

Then came the surprise ending. Abruptly Sheela agreed to plead 
guilty to a portion of the charges and to agree to an expansion of the 
extradition order in exchange for a sentence (of time actually to be 
served) of no more than four and one half years. All time was to be 
served in a minimum security federal prison at Pleasanton, Califor- 
nia, nicknamed a “Club Fed” because of its recreational facilities, Ae 
co-ed population, and extremely liberal visitation policies. It od 4 
looked more like a college campus with a fence around it than a a 
prison. Knowledgeable observers were shocked, and poisoning 
victims protested. One veteran criminal attorney “ante former assis- 
tant US Attorney termed the sentence “very short” for the crimes 
involved. Prosecutors hurriedly told the press that they had agreed 
to the plea bargain to save taxpayers money. After all, the govern- 


ment’s goal of driving “the Rajneeshees” out of Oregon bad-been 
accomplished. 


The prosecutors’ 
are generally used to avoid trials in cases here a conviction is 
uncertain or there are duplicate charges, but a compromise so 

extreme as to reduce a sentence from 300 years to four is unheard of 


for 355 years, if convicted. Any Oregon jury would have been . 
delighted to convict Sheela of almost anything, with or without evi- 


: agree to a plea bargain which let Sheela off so easily? If Sheela’s 
~ only bargaining chip was the expense to the government of taking 
her to trial, would that have been enough to justify such a com- 
_ promise? Considering that the government had just spent enorm- 
ous amounts of money conducting overt and covert investigations 
of the Rajneesh community under the auspices of both the state 
__and federal governments, the argument that the government 
AS needed to save money is simply not convincing. 

: The small print of the federal plea bargain was even more infor 
mative. Not only did the government agree to dismiss certain 
charges already made, it agreed not to prosecute Sheela for viola- 
tions of federal income tax laws, other violations of federal immi- 
gration laws, and violations of federal laws related to smuggling of 
currency and other valuables. Not a bad deal for a woman with a 
line-up of witnesses against her and no known defense but bravado 
and denial. . 

The most interesting portion of the agreement, however, is prob- 
c ably what is not included in it. The agreement expressly excludes 
any homicides that Sheela may have been involved with, and pros- 
ecution for planning to assault or murder officials of the United 
States. What is interesting is that extensive evidence was provided 
: to the government about possible homicides connected to the 
3 Share-a-Home program, and about a conspiracy by Sheela to mur- 
; der public officials. In spite of that evidence, no charges were ever 
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brought in connection with those crimes. 

So at any time, the government could prosecute Sheela for these 
serious crimes and, in the words of the agreement, “seek all penal- 
ties permitted by law including maximum incarceration and con- 
secutive sentences.” As yet, the government has not proceeded 
with prosecution, but Sheela lives with the threat. 

Why did the government rush to Germany to extradite Sheela 
after hearing of her assassination conspiracy, use evidence of the 
conspiracy in a bail hearing against Bhagwan, make a major issue 
of the conspiracy to the press, and then never indict Sheela for the 
crime? Why was Sheela given such a short sentence for all the 
crimes she committed? Sara Jane Moore, Sheela’s prison mate at 
Pleasanton, was there many years before her, and will remain 
many years more on a charge of attempted murder, when attempt- 
ed murder was only one of the crimes Sheela pled guilty to. And 
why is a threat of prosecution for serious crimes still being held over 
Sheela’s head? 

There is only one explanation that fits the facts, and that is 
that Sheela previously conspired with the government to poison 
Bhagwan, and was rewarded by a short sentence. Because she can- 
not be trusted, the government is holding over her head the threat 
of further prosecution if she reveals her previous complicity with 
them. 

But one thing is certain — Sheela did not succeed in her plan to 
poison Bhagwan. She could not even manage the essential prelimi- 
nary step of poisoning his doctor and caretaker. And without 
eliminating those two, she had absolutely no access to Bhagwan, or 
to his food or drink. 

Which leaves us back with the US government. 
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Most of the material for chapter seven, about Sheela, was 
provided by Sangeet Duchane, an attorney who lived in Sheela’s 
house at Rajneeshpuram. 

__ Duchane’s own book on Sheela, “Sheela: A Woman Replica of 
_ Adolph Hitler” is due to be published later this year (1988). 
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CHAPTER 8 


An Interesting Posteript 


oN interesting thing happened after Bhagwan made his 
accusations against the United States government in a public 
discourse in India on November 6, 1987. oe 

In that discourse, which was published in the Indian press, he 
_ described the symptoms which his body had been suffering in the _ 
two years since his incarceration by the US government. He 
explained that his doctors had consulted with the top specialists of — 
Harley Street, London, and that their tests had eliminated all pos- 
sible diagnoses except for thallium poisoning. Bhagwan then pro- 
ceeded to show in the discourse just how and why the US govern- 
ment had poisoned him. 

Two days after Bhagwan’s story appeared in the Indian press, 
new headlines screamed out that Bhagwan was not poisoned but 
was suffering from AIDS. The source of the story, which was pub- 
lished in newspapers all over the world, was a press release written 
and hand delivered to all the major Bombay newspapers and wire 
services by a young doctor, I.S. Gilada. Gilada had written in his 
press statement that he was an AIDS expert, and he had signed it 
“Secretary-General of the Indian Health Organization.” In the 
releases he had demanded that the Indian government conduct 
compulsory AIDS tests on Bhagwan and all his disciples, claiming 
that, “If timely intervention is not done by the Bove ymeDN our 
country and particularly Poona will face a disaster. 

The story was carried in every major newspaper. Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh had no alternative but to submit to tests by the National 
Institute of Virology to prove that he did not have AIDS. (The 
Original Harley Street tests, which had ruled out AIDS, were in the 
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Ke hat | pseudonym to avoid any Pais for or against him in 
> clinical diagnosis. He had chosen that name because it was the 
one under which the US government had forced him to register at 

e jail where he believed the poisoning had occurred. ) 

_ As a lawyer who was familiar with the US government’s cam- 

paign to destroy Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and his work, I was 

immediately intrigued by the coincidence — why would some 

_ stranger go to a lot of trouble to obscure Bhagwan’s claims that the 

__US government had poisoned him, by smearing all over the press 

- the sensational story that Bhagwan had AIDS? It was certainly 

effective —the press quickly dropped all stories about the poisoning 

and concentrated instead, with ES meee Nes, on the AIDS 
story. : 

Inquiries about the author of the “AIDS” press release proved 

_ very interesting. Dr. Gilada was a small- -time, low-ranking medical 

officer who. worked in the skin department of a large government 

_ hospital in Bombay. He was a mere MBBS from Aurangabad Col- 

’ lege who had failed his MD examination five times. 

_ Gilada was, however, very enterprising in other areas. A few 
years before, he had formed the Indian Health Organization, 
(I.H.O.), of which he was the sole member, officer and employee. 
But he had printed up very elaborate letterhead (which he used for 
his ‘press release’) which displayed the symbol of the World Health 
Organization — implying that his “organization” was somehow 
affiliated with that body. Inquiries to officers of the W.H.O. 
revealed that they had never heard of the I.H. O., and were cer- 
tainly not associated with it in any way. 

That was just the beginning. Soon after Gilada’s press release 
was printed, Bhagwan’s ashram in Poona received a number of — 
phone calls and letters from doctors in Bombay who were outraged 
at Gilada’s action. They all said that this was not the first time 
Gilada had pulled such a stunt — that he was well known as a publi- 
city-seeker and a “doctor for hire” for any cause. 


_ For example, in 1981 he had appeared at a W.H.O. conferenc 
in Geneva which had been convened to draft a code for the encour 
agement of breast-feeding in Third World countries. He was 
part of the official Indian delegation to the conference, which we 
there to represent the Indian government’s stance in favor of th 
code. Instead, as it was later discovered, he had been paid by an 
Indian babyfood manufacturer to attend the conference and try t 
stop the code from being adopted. Gilada distributed to all the 
delegates a pamphlet stating that the official position of the Indian 
government was against the code. He signed the pamphlet as “Dr. 
I.S. Gilada, Secretary-General of the All-India Medical Students” : 
Association, affiliated to the International Federation of Medical — 
Students’ Associations.” The official Indian delegation was out- 
raged, and was forced to send a letter to all delegates denying the 
statements in Dr. Gilada’s pamphlet. Dr. Gilada promptly disap- _ 
peared from the convention, and when inquiries were made back in 
India, it was discovered that neither the “All-India Medical Stu- _ 
dents’ Association” nor the “International Federation of Medical 2 
Students’ Associations” existed. 

Another interesting discovery was that only a few weeks before 
Dr. Gilada issued the Bhagwan-AIDS press release, he had been 
on a short trip to the USA, funded by an an anonymous US “dona- 
tion” to his I.H.O. 

So Gilada had American connections, and he had a history of 
being a paid “agent provocateur”...the perfect person to 
spearhead a campaign to discredit Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and to 
make sure Bhagwan’s poison accusations against the US govern- 
ment quickly faded into obscurity. Whether the idea of using the 
AIDS rumor was Gilada’s or his backers’ is irrelevant. The fact is 
that he moved very quickly, very efficiently, and very very effec- 
tively. The size and the extent of the operation showed that it could 
not possibly have been the work of one man. (The story appeared 
simultaneously in every major newspaper throughout India and the 

world, including places as far away as Brazil). 
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the story of the US government’ S poisoning attempt were agents of 
the US government. 

And the fact that they moved so quickly and so effectively to 
quash Bhagwan’s accusation that the US government had poisoned 
~ __ him says much about the validity of those accusations. 


September 3, 1981 


Mr. Edwin Meese, III 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Meese, 


I had the pleasure of meeting you a couple 
of years ago when I served on ho REE 
Hopefully I shall 
see you again at the Rona Reagan Dinner in 


Beverly Hills on September llth. 


My reason for writing you is to ask you to 
spend a few minutes of your valuable time to read 
the enclosed article from the Los Angeles Times 
of August 30, 1981, entitled "Guru Brings His 
Ashram to Oregon". This story is so well written 
that it requires no further comments from me. 


concerned about this self-proclaimed God's expanding 
activities. We should therefore appreciate your 
alerting two government agencies as follows: 


I.R.S.: The facts disclosed by the L.A. 
Times should bar tax-exempt 
status of Bhagwan's New Jersey 
corporation, which is nothing 
more than an "alter ego" for 
Bhagwan himself. (Enclosed is 
an announcement of one of his 
weekend events showing a $145 
per person “tax-deductible" 
donation. ) 


Immigration: Applications for permanent 
U.S. residence from Bhagwan and 
his disciples should be reviewed 
thoroughly in the light of the 
disclosures by the L.A. Times. 


Thank you very much, Mr. Meese, f 
attention to this very important matter or your 


Encl-2 
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30 October 1981 


Thanks for your letter. I have so many good memories of 


I have forwarded your material on Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
as you requested. I did not recommend any specific action 


since each department will have to look at the issue on 
the merits. 


I do appreciate your bringing this issue to our attention. 
Perhaps we'll see each other in again. 


Sincerely, 


EDWIN MEESE III 
Counsellor to the President 


Commissioner of Internal Revenue Service : ; 
Acting Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service 


a 
Correspondence to and from U.S. Attorney General Ed Meese, 


Counselor to President Reagan, concerning investigations into 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. 
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SUBJECT: ACTIVITIES OF INDIAN GURU BAGWAN SHRI RHANEESH 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS LEARNED INFORMALLY THAT IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE (INS) IS BEGINNING AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF GURU BAGWAN SHRI 
RHANEESH AND HIS ASHRAM, WHICH, HAVING LEFT POONA UNDER A CLOUD, HAS RELO- 
CATED IN OREGON. CONGEN BOMBAY CAN EXPECT TO RECEIVE INS QUERY IN REASONABLY 
NEAR FUTURE FOR INFORMATION REGARDING THE GURU AND HIS ASHRAM WHILE IN INDIA. 
INS IS LIKELY TO REQUEST BROAD INFORMATION ON ANYTHING KNOWN ABOUT THE GURU 
AND HIS ASHRAM AS WELL AS THE ACTIVITIES OF A WOMAN NAMED MA LAXMI. 


2. FOR POST’S INFORMATION, UPON ARRIVAL IN U.S. RAHNEESH WAS GIVEN A SIX-MONTH 
STAY ON HIS B-2 VISA. 


BASED ON A LETTER FROM A BRITISH PHYSICIAN WHO HAD A NEWLY ACQUIRED U.S. 
MEDICAL CERTIFICATE, RAHNEESH’S STAY WAS EXTENDED LAST OCTOBER AND HE MAY 
NOW REMAIN IN THE UNITED STATES UNTIL MARCH 1, 1982. IT HAS LATER DEVELOPED THAT 
THE LETTER WAS PROVIDED BY A PHYSICIAN CURRENTLY LIVING AT THE NEWLY ESTAB- 
LISHED ASHRAM PROPERTIES IN OREGON. IN ADDITION INS BELIEVES IT HAS INDICATIONS 
THAT RHANEESH HAS MARRIED OR IS ABOUT TO MARRY AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. 


,_CONGEN SHOULD KNOW THAT THERE IS BOTH CONGRESSIONAL ANDQWHITE HOUSE 
INTEREST)IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GURU AND HIS ASHRAM. HAIG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


U. S. Department of State telegram from Washington to India 
concerning investigation of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, confirm- 
ing “White House interest” in the case. 
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
ABOUT BHAGWAN AND HIS MOVEMENT 


BHAGWAN: 


THE MOST DANGEROUS MAN SINCE JESUS CHRIST 
by Sue Appleton, LL.B., M.A.B.A. 
The Rebel Publishing House 


A carefully chronicled insider’s account by a lawyer who accompanied Bhagwan : 
on his World Tour. This startling booklet answers many questions that surround 
the most controversial man of the century. ‘ 


BHAGWAN: THE BUDDHA FOR THE FUTURE 
by Juliet Forman, R.N., S.C.M., R.M.N. 
The Rebel Publishing House 


A lively and intimate account of life around Bhagwan by a disciple who has lived _ 
close to Bhagwan for thirteen years. It describes the Poona years, through 
Rajneeshpuram, up to the day of Bhagwan’s arrest and imprisonment by the 
U.S. government. 


BHAGWAN: 

THE MOST GODLESS YET THE MOST GODLY MAN 
by Dr. George Meredith, M.D. M.B.,B.S. M.R.C.P. 

The Rebel Publishing House 


Bhagwan’s personal physician for the past nine years, George Meredith, 
examines the almost universally accepted sensationalistic perspective of life 
around Bhagwan: What part did love, sex, violence, drugs, Peysbowicreny and 
betrayal really play in the drama of those early Poona years? 


BHAGWAN: MESSIAH OF LIFE, LOVE AND LAUGHTER: 
by Charles Newman, B.D.S. 
The Rebel Publishing House 


The story of the man who was to become personal dentist to Bhagwan. A frank 
and humorous account of life in the Poona ashram, which really gives the flavor 
of the modern mystery school. 
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A sequel to Bhagwan: The Buddha for the Future, this book covers the story of 
Bhagwan’s arrest and the period of his imprisonment in the United States. 


The Rebel Publi 


- RAJNEESHPURAM: THE UNWELCOME SOCIETY 
-_ by Kirk Braun : 
_ Scout Creek Press 
A respected Oregon journalist reveals the story behind the story: how the people 
of Oregon, by their fear and bigotry, did everything to ensure that the City of 
Rajneeshpuram would never survive. ; 


RAJNEESHPURAM AND THE ABUSE OF POWER 
___ by Ted Shay, Ph.D. 
____ Scout Creek Press = Bt: : 
_ Dr. Ted Shay, Professor of Political Science at Willamette University, Oregon, 
presents the definitive study of the land use controversy: how Oregon’s political 
and judicial systems were manipulated in an attempt to destroy the City of 
Rajneeshpuram. eS a : 


_ THE WAY OF THE HEART 
by Judith Thompson and Paul Heelas 
Aquarian Press 
The authors, from the Department of Religious Studies, University of Lancaster, 
U.K., take a detailed look at Bhagwan and the movement that has grown up 
around him. One of the few academic studies of Bhagwan and his vision. . 


THE RAJNEESH STORY: THE BHAGWAN’S GARDEN _ 
by Dell Murphy ~ 

Linwood Press 

ad A former Oregon journalist recounts with wit and verve the saga of 
Rajneeshpuram, closely following this battle for civil liberties in Oregon. 


For further information about Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh please 
contact: 


Rajneeshdham Neo-Sannyas Commune 

17 Koregaon Park : 
Poona 411001, MS 

India 
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oO “Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, the controversial Indian mystic, was 
poisoned while in jail in the United States in 1985. The poisoning appears to 
have been perpetrated by senior officials in the Reagan Administration. The 
motive was ideological: Bhagwan had ridiculed Christianity, Jesus Christ, 
President Reagan, and exposed the American Dream of Christian democracy as 
a tired piece of Hollywood fiction. His rebellion could not be permitted. 
The.same Administration that: 

illegally traded guns for hostages with Iran 

illegally channeled funds to the Contras in Nicaragua 

tried to murder Libya’s Kaddafi 

lost 100 senior officials through charges of corruption 

packed the federal judiciary with Christian fanatics 

tried to oust Darwin from the schoolroom, reinstate compulsory prayer, and 

ban abortions 
decided to get rid of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. 
Sue Appleton tells the story with breath-taking simplicity and devastating 
effectiveness.” 

Peter Waight, B.A. 

former British Parliamentary Correspondent for the Birmingham Post 


C “If crucifixion were still in vogue, of course Bhagwan would’ve been 
nailed up. But, since we’re civilized, they had to force him into exile instead. I’m 
sure they would have much preferred to crucify him on the White House lawn.” 
Tom Robbins, 1986 
Author of: Even Cowgirls Get the Blues, Jitterbug Perfume 


oO “Nothing would stop them until the commune (of Rajneeshpuram) was 
destroyed. Most of all they wanted to destroy the Bhagwan, this non-Christian, 
non-Jewish, non-rancher who rode around in a Rolls Royce and wore funny 
clothes. They would have liked to see him dead. And they might have 
succeeded if his followers hadn’t stepped in in time to rescue him.” 

Dell Murphy 

(The Rajneesh Story, Linwood Press, 1986) 


ISBN 3-89336-041-4 
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